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FISHING REPORT

northwest iowa

T his weekly fishing report is compiled from
information gathered from local bait shops,
angler creel surveys and county and state
parks staff. The report below is from July

7, the latest report available at the time of  publica-
tion. For current conditions, call the Spirit Lake Dis-
trict Office at 712-336-1840. Most area lake tempera-
tures have warmed into the upper 70s-80s over the last
week. Forecasts call for continued temperatures in the
80s. Algae blooms have popped up on a few area lakes,
making visibility much lower. Bass and panfishing on
most lakes has been great out along weed lines in 10-15
feet of  water. Most fish are moving out deeper as they
have finished with spawning. For current conditions,
call the Spirit Lake District Office at 712-336-1840.

EAST LAKE OKOBOJI — The water level is about 4 inches 
over crest. Fish are moving shallower post-spawn. Trolling 
has been working very well. Find crappie and yellow bass 
in 10-16 feet of water. Try fishing weed lines where there 
is new vegetation growth. Black Crappie — Good: Best 
bite is in 10-15 feet of water along weed lines. Bluegill — 
Good. Walleye — Fair: Try spinners, crankbaits and long and 
shallow shad raps in the main basins. Best bite is an hour 
before and after sunset. Yellow Bass — Good.

LOST ISLAND LAKE — Fishing/trolling is getting more 
difficult as aquatic vegetation reaches the surface in many 
places. Black Crappie — Fair. Walleye — Slow: Try trolling 
crankbaits or with lindy rigs off weed lines. Best bite is an 
hour before and after sunset. Yellow Perch — Fair. 

LAKE MINNEWASHTA — Bluegill and crappie fishing has 
been good; some sorting may be needed. Black Crappie — 
Good. Bluegill — Good.

SILVER LAKE (DICKINSON) — The late afternoon bite 
has been fair. Many anglers are targeting fish schools during 
the day. Vegetation growth is making fishing more difficult 
in many areas. Walleye — Fair: Try spinners, crankbaits and 
long and shallow shad raps.

SPIRIT LAKE — The lake is about 4 inches below 
crest. The walleye season is open. Black Bullhead — Good: 
Try fishing the northern grade of Spirit Lake. Black Crappie 
— Fair: Use a tube jig and bobber. Bluegill — Fair.  Walleye 
— Good: Use spinners, crankbaits and long and shallow 
shad raps; try to find weed lines. Yellow Perch — Fair: Many 
perch can be caught, anglers may need to sort for size. 

WEST LAKE OKOBOJI — The water level is about 4 
inches over crest. Many fish are moving deeper post-spawn. 
Rocky points and areas with new vegetation growth have 
seen the most success. Black Crappie — Fair. Bluegill — 
Fair. Largemouth Bass — Fair. Smallmouth Bass — Fair: Try 
fishing off points with surface baits or jerk baits. Walleye — 
Fair: Try fishing off points by trolling crankbaits or with lindy 
rigs. Best bite is an hour before and after sunset. 
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CAMPUS HOTLINE

A musical tale of towering love! 

Purchase your ticket 
online to guarantee a 
seat for this special 

limited engagement of the 
final Village show! 

RRapunzel  

 

  

$7.00  Ages 4-12 
$8.50  13+  

Fun Obstacles! 

Cool Spinners! 
Ice Cream!  

10a - 9p  MON - SAT 
11a - 8p  SUN 

* Weather Permitting * 

$7 at the door 

$7.75  online & 
guarantee a seat! 

50 Seasons of Family Fun at Okoboji, IA 

 712-337-3730  ������  www.treasurevillage.org  

Save up to $3 at 
Mini Golf! 

Save $.50 per person in group. 
 

Valid for all ages in group up to 6 people. May not combine 
with other discounts. Treasure Village. Expires 9/05/22 

O
KO

 

THE THREE SONS
1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-24241 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM-5PM, SUNDAY 10AM-4PM

www.3sons.com www.facebook.com/thethreesons

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-24241 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

Open
Fri. & Sat.

until 7PM

S pirit Lake resident Connie Va-
lens attended the movie pre-
miere of  the documentary “The 
Day the Music Died: The Story 

of  Don McLean’s American Pie” at the Surf  
Ballroom in Clear Lake on Tuesday evening. 
A national film making company from Miami, 
Florida, spent two years working on the film. I 
had the pleasure of  meeting those young film 
makers and dining with McLean last February 
when they were interviewing members of  the 
Valens family and officials from the ballroom 
about the amazing history behind that story. 
Connie is the sister of  the late Richie Valens 
and represented the Valens family at the pre-
miere. I was unable to attend the invitation-
only premiere but am really looking forward 
to seeing the film.

Tom Tourville has completed another of  
his musical history books. Instead of  being 
on the subject of  rock and roll, this one is 
called “The House of  Blues Records Story and 

Discography.” I have proof-
read many of  his books, and 
I must say this one gave me 
an education on a musical 
genre I certainly knew little 
about. Tom will be holding 
a talk about his new book at 
1:30 p.m. Saturday, July 16, in 
the Iowa Rock ’n Roll Music 
Museum in Arnolds Park. As 
you can see by the photo, the 
book has a very colorful cov-
er. Credit for the creation of  
that cover goes to Maddi 
Tesch, curator at the muse-
um. Tourville retired as executive director at 
the Pearson Lakes Art Center several years 
ago and really got into earnestly churning out 
book after book about music history.

Congratulations go out to Fostoria Fire and 
Rescue on their 100th anniversary. Thanks to 
all the men and women who have served that 

community as volunteer fire-
fighters and first responders 
over that century! Amazing. 
They are celebrating with a 
street dance and other fun 
things this Saturday evening.

While I am talking about 
centennial events, I found 
out last week that the town 
I reside in, Okoboji, is 100 
years old in a matter of  we-
eks. Apparently no celebra-
tion has been planned for this 
special occasion. The “city 
fathers” and staff  still have 

five months to come up with some sort of  par-
ty to mark this momentous milestone.

Rich Nicklay pointed out to me the other 
day that a Spirit Lake High School graduate is 
coming back to the Lakes Area to perform on 
stage at the Okoboji Summer Theatre. Nate 
Walsh now lives in Boston, Massachusetts, 

where he studies musical theatre in the Boston 
Conservatory at Berkley College of  Music. He 
will be here visiting family and friends while 
performing in the musical “Legally Blonde” 
Aug. 9-14. Welcome home Nate!

Happy 105th birthday to Gladys Zweifel! 
She lives at Keelson Harbor and is an amazing 
person. I hope she enjoys this birthday!

The Northwest Iowa Concert Band will 
play in the Majestic Pavilion in Arnolds Park 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, July 24. This will be the 
30th consecutive concert at that location for 
the band. That is a commendable record of  
stability, isn’t it? The band is comprised of  
area citizens who like to get together and 
play music. I believe they will play four times 
in about two weeks for many music lovers.

If  you have a reunion, family party or special 
event coming up this summer, let me know. 
You can email the information to doris@dick-
insoncountynews.com or give me a call at 712-
320-2850. Have a safe week!

CAMPUS HOTLINE Doris Welle | Staff Writer
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July 15 — OUTDOOR EVENT
6-9 p.m. OBW Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sweet Trouble
The Ritz

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
7 p.m. Thrillbillies
Barefoot Bar

July 15 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7-10 p.m. OBW Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. The Lettermen
Roof Garden Ballroom

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
8 p.m. Damon Dotson
Okoboji Store

July 15 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. An Inspector Calls (mystery)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Michael Hope
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Joystick
The Gardens

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Tom’s Top 8
Captain’s Getaway

July 15 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Joystick
The Gardens

July 16 — SPECIAL EVENT
Dickinson County Fair
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 16 — OUTDOOR EVENT
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Farmers Market in the Park
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

July 16 — OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT
9-10 a.m. The Studio Yoga and Barre
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
9 a.m. to Noon. Kerry and Elle Shante
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. 
Mellow Dees of Okoboji
Iowa Rock ’n Roll Music Museum Patio

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
1 p.m. Nuclear Bees

8 p.m. Damon Dotson
Okoboji Store

July 16 — OUTDOOR EVENT
2-5 p.m. Barefoot Dock Hop
Barefoot Bar

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Trevor Rau
Round Lake Vineyards

July 16 — OUTDOOR EVENT
2:30-5:30 p.m. Millers Bay Yacht Party
Okoboji Boat Works

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
2:30 p.m. Mighty Nish Band
7 p.m. Thrillbillies
Barefoot Bar

July 16 — LIVE EVENT
4:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
An Inspector Calls (mystery)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sweet Trouble
The Ritz

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Lauren & the Drifters
Little Swan Lake Winery

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Appetite for Deception
Preservation Plaza
Fireworks after show

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
8 p.m. 100th Anniversary 
Street Dance
for Fostoria Fire and Rescue with
Casey Muessigmann
Fostoria City Park

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Joystick
The Gardens

July 16 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Tom’s Top 8
Captain’s Getaway

July 17 — SPECIAL EVENT
Dickinson County Fair
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 17 — OUTDOOR EVENT
1-4 p.m. OBW Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 17 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Polka Police
Barefoot Bar

July 17 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Rod and Pam
Round Lake Vineyards

July 17 — LIVE MUSIC
4 p.m. Sweet Trouble
The Ritz

July 17 — LIVE MUSIC
4-6 p.m. Dave and Ryan
Little Swan Lake Winery

July 17 — LIVE MUSIC
5-7 p.m. The Senders
Dickinson County Fair

July 17 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Jeremy DeWall
The Gardens

July 17 — LIVE EVENT
6 p.m. An Inspector Calls (mystery)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 18 — SPECIAL EVENT
Dickinson County Fair
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 18 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Boji Bill
The Gardens

July 18 — LIVE MUSIC
7-9 p.m. Dick Bauman Big Band
Pomerantz Hall at
Pearson Lakes Art Center

July 19 — SPECIAL EVENT
Dickinson County Fair
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 19 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Four-Gal Best Shot
Emerald Hills Golf Course

July 19 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Tim Horsman
The Gardens

July 19 — LIVE MUSIC
7 p.m. Jazzed Up Big Band of Okoboji
Roof Garden Ballroom

July 19 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Purely Patsy Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 20 — SPECIAL EVENT
Dickinson County Fair
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 20 — LIVE EVENT
10-11 a.m. Molly Shannon’s Tilly the Trickster
Boji Bantam Children’s Theatre
Okoboji Summer Theater

July 20 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 20 — OUTDOOR EVENT
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wild 
Wednesday: Amphibians
Iowa Lakeside Laboratory

July 20 — OUTDOOR EVENT
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Nature Explorers 
Non-Living Things in the Environment
Dickinson County Nature Center

July 20 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Christopher Jon
The Gardens

July 20 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Itty Bitty Boji Band
Spirit Lake VFW

July 20 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. The Association
Pearson Lakes Art Center

July 20 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Purely Patsy Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 20 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Cover to Cover
Captain’s Getaway

July 21 — SPECIAL EVENT
Dickinson County Fair
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 21 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 21 — LIVE EVENT
10-11 a.m. Molly Shannon’s 
Tilly the Trickster
Boji Bantam Children’s Theatre
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 21 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset 
with Boon and Lambert
The Gardens

July 21 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sweet Trouble
The Ritz

July 21 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Joshua Sinclair
Round Lake Vineyards

July 21 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Kayla Brown
Little Swan Lake Winery

July 21 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. River — Tribute to
Carole King, Joni Mitchell & Carly Simon
Pearson Lakes Art Center

July 21 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Purely Patsy Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 21 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Cover to Cover
Captain’s Getaway

July 22 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Community Bankers of Iowa
Brooks Golf 

July 22 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Cattlemen’s Regatta Charity
Emerald Hills Golf Course

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
Milford Pioneer Days
Florence Park — Milford

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
10-11 a.m. Molly Shannon’s Tilly the Trickster
Boji Bantam Children’s Theatre
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 22 — OUTDOOR EVENT
5-7 p.m. Family Nature Night-Dig Deeper
Dickinson County Nature Center

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Matt & Laurel
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Brad Morgan
The Gardens

July 22 — OUTDOOR EVENT
6-9 p.m. Barefoot Dock Hop
Barefoot Bar

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sweet Trouble
The Ritz

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
7-11 p.m. The Dads
Barefoot Bar

July 22 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7-10 p.m. OBW Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Purely Patsy Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Chad Edwards Band
Captain’s Getaway

ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR
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K elley Zinge has spent part of  her 
summers here in the Iowa Great 
Lakes Region several times in 
the past. 

“I am very exited to be coming back,” she 
said. “It has been a magical place to me ever 
since I was a student at the Okoboji Sum-
mer Theatre.”

Zinge performed in OST productions in 
1996 and 2000. She also directed the Boji Ban-
tam Theatre at OST in 2011-2012.

This trip back is especially meaningful for 
Zinge — she is bringing the musical play 
“Purely Patsy Cline” with her. Zinge wrote 
the play nine years ago for a reason which is 
very special to her. 

“I want the people to meet the real Patsy,” 

Zinge said. “She was a woman ahead of  her 
time. She loved her family but didn’t want to 
just sit home. She wanted to perform, use 
her musical talent back in the days when the 
entertainment industry was not very welcom-
ing to women.”

In “Purely Patsy Cline,” Zinge portrays Pat-
sy coming back to earth to tell us her stories, 
sing her songs, play with her band and even 
tell a few jokes for just one more night.

Zinge is not making the trip to Okoboji 
from her home in Colorado alone. Her band 
of  “true, blue country fellows” will back her 
up on stage. 

For Ari Rubenstein, Josh Long, Bret Bill-
ings, Mark Verschoor and Ed Skibbe, it is their 
first adventure in the Midwest. 

“We have traveled all over Wyoming, New 
Mexico and Colorado doing this show,” Zinge 
said. “These guys have never been this far 

north. I keep telling them it is great.”
When asked what was so special about 

Cline’s music, Zinge without hesitation replied, 
“Her music is timeless. It is a combination of  
rock, jazz, big band and country. What’s not 
to like about that?” 

It is Zinge’s deep desire as a writer/perform-
er to let the audience see how strong a wom-
an Cline was in the tough, somewhat unwel-
coming music industry of  the mid ’50s and 
early ‘60s — while she was still also a moth-
er with a family. 

“I feel stronger, more like her, when I am 
on stage; different from the quieter real me,” 
Zinge said.

“Purely Patsy Cline” will be performed 
Tuesday, July 19 through Sunday, July 24. 
Curtain time is 8 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday with a 4:30 p.m. matinee on Saturday 
and the final performance Sunday at 6 p.m.

PURE PATSY CLINE

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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DINING GUIDE

Boat or Drive In
Phone In

Orders Welcome!

332-6564

Open Daily at
11:00 AM

Home of the Bob Dog!
Taverns • Homemade Rootbeer

BOB’S
IN ARNOLD’S PARK

SERVING THE BEST SINCE 1949

Always Adding To
Our Great Team. Apply Today!

•Malts • Shakes • Floats •

*In Preservation Plaza North of the Amusement Park

NOW
HIRING!

i o w a  g r e a t  l a k e s  d i n i n g 
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  g u i d e

T he Dickinson County Fair 
will once again host a Food 
Truck Round-Up from 4-8 
p.m. Saturday in the Expo 

Center’s parking lot. The returning ro-
und-up will be just one part of  the fair’s 
family night. The night will feature ga-
mes, food, tours and demonstrations.

Madeleine Bretey-Smith, Dickinson 
County Youth and Agriculture Pro-
gram coordinator with the local Iowa 
State University Extension and Out-
reach Office, said the fair’s Family Night 
is aimed at drawing in members of  the 
community who might not normally 
attend livestock competitions or oth-
er traditional events at the annual fair.

The fair will also debut its Touch-a-
Truck event, showcasing various ma-
chinery from 5-8 p.m. on the east fair-
grounds. Bretey-Smith said the fair 
hopes to have machinery from several 
industries, such as landscaping, construc-
tion and, of  course, farming, on site.

“You’re not necessarily always able to 
grasp how large this equipment is and 
how important it is for the everyday 
things that we have,” she said. “Hope-
fully, it will inspire some youth to look 
into that career someday.”

Meanwhile, talented equestrians will 
be taking some tight turns during the 
Open Jackpot Barrel Race in the out-
door arena. Hooves are expected to start 
beating at 5 p.m. Saturday.

The county fair kicked off  Friday and 
will continue through Thursday. In addi-

tion to the livestock competitions, the fair 
will also be hosting a number of  meals. 
The Dickinson County Fair Board will 
host a steak dinner and concert from 
5-7 p.m. on Sunday in the Expo Cen-
ter with The Senders playing. The local 
pork producers will host a dinner in the 
Expo Center from 5-7 p.m. Monday, and 
the public will be able to place their bids 
for pies and creative metalwork during 
the Pie and Bucket of  Junk Auction at 
7 p.m. in the Expo Center. The Okobo-
ji FFA will offer lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Tuesday in the Indoor Arena, and 
the beef  producer dinner is scheduled 
from 5-7 p.m. the same day. A pancake 
breakfast will be offered from 6:30- 8 
a.m. Thursday — the final day of  the fair.

For more information, visit www.
extension.iastate.edu/dickinson.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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DINING GUIDE

Ranch Packs to
Feed Your Family

or a Crowd!

Dine In • To Go • Delivery
Spirit Lake, IA • 712-336-1419
Valid at

participating
locations

CODE

Some restrictions may apply.Additional $2.00 charge for stuffed crust. Extra cheese is an
additional charge. Prices subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offer or with
Gluten Free Crust. Delivery where available and charges may apply.

LARGE SINGLE TOPPING PIZZA & 
12 PC CRISPY RANCH CHICKEN - $34

“Best Ribs
Around”

Lunch • Dinner
Late Night Breakfast

To-Go Orders
& Catering
Available

Thursdays:
Meat Raffle!

Sponsored by the
Twilight Masonic Lodge
Key Chain • CA$H

Drawing

1001 Okoboji Avenue, Milford, Iowa
712-291-6278

Look for our Daily Specials on Facebook

Breakfast, Lunch, Gourmet Coffees
and Handmade Pastries
Open Monday - Friday

from 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Saturday from 7 a.m. -

Pastas, Entrées, Salads
Sides and Desserts

NEW ITALIAN
CATERING
MENU

THE COFFEE SHOP AND CAFE

Advance ordering necessary
www.coffeeshopmilford.com for full menu

Photo by Tom Gustafson

Okoboji’s FineOkoboji’s Fine
Dining ExperienceDining Experience

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Dinner 5-9:30 p.m.Dinner 5-9:30 p.m.

37 Lake Street,37 Lake Street,
Arnolds Park, IAArnolds Park, IA

Reservations:Reservations:  712-332-7578712-332-7578

NW of Milford on Hwy. 86
712-339-0536

ONE STOP SHOP FOR BEST
GRILLING AND DINING

Wide variety of specialty ice creams
Bakery-fresh bakeshop goods

Open Monday–Friday 8-6

•
•

•

•

•BC BURGERS + SMOKED STUFFED GOUDA BURGER
+ FRIED PICKLE BURGER + BOSCO TURKEY BURGER

+ ROSEMARY FRENCH FRIES + NASH HOT TOTS
+ MILKSHAKES + BIG COOKIES + MORE = HAPPINESS

Downtown Spirit Lake | 1603 Hill Avenue
www.MyBurgerAndCompany.com

Tuesday - Saturday 11a.m. - 8p.m. + Sunday 11a.m. - 3p.m.
Outdoor Patio | 712.336.4161 | Pet Friendly
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BIKE RIDE AROUND SPIRIT LAKE

Hours: 7 am - 6 pm
Hwy 86 NW of Milford, Former O’Shuck’s Location

Gas Pumps - Convenience Store - Boutique

OPEN DAILY

Cyclists headed out to circle Big Spirit Lake early July 9, as the Spirit Lake Chamber of Com-
merce hosted its annual Bike Ride Around Spirit Lake — or BRASL. Organizers welcomed 
entrants as they stopped to register along Hill Avenue in downtown Spirit Lake. Participants 
could choose from a 15-, 25- or 50-mile course. (Photo by Seth Boyes)
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HEADER

■ CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
West Okoboji Road — Arnolds Park 
Pastor: Chris St. Clair
• Saturday Worship: 6 p.m.
• Sunday Lakeshore Worship — 7:30 a.m. at 
Clair Wilson Park between East and West Lake Okoboji
• Sunday Worship — 9 a.m.
Sunday service livestreamed through church website at 
www.calvarylovesall.com and on Facebook
712-332-2447
Accepting all with the unconditional love of God.

■ IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2300 27th St. — Spirit Lake 
(South of Lakes Regional Healthcare)
Sharing Christ’s Love, Living Our Witness, Inviting Others 
Senior Pastor: David Simonson
• Saturday Worship — 6 p.m.
• Sunday Worship — 9 a.m.
Media Ministry: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Live Stream on www.lcmslakes.org
Sunday 9 a.m. Live Audio on 102.1 FM
712-336-1010 www.lcmslakes.org

■ ST. ALBAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
23rd and Zenith Avenue — Spirit Lake
(one block east of Lakes Regional Healthcare) 
Pastor: Tom Early — Rector
• Sunday in-person Worship and Holy Eucharist — 10 a.m.
Service livestreamed on website at
www.sasl.church/chapel
712-336-1117

■ ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
1305 Okoboji Ave – Milford
Pastor: Brian Hughes
Mass times:
Saturday: 4 p.m.
Sunday: 7, 9 and 11 a.m.
712-338-2274
www.stjosephmilford.org

■ GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 Hill Ave. – Spirit Lake
Pastor: Dr. Martin Lucin
At this time services may be hear/viewed:
4 p.m. Saturday: In-person
10 a.m. Sunday: In-person and live on Facebook
Messages may be heard at our website: 
gracelutheranspiritlake.org
Email: gracelc05@yahoo.com
712-336-2446

■ OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP
Summer Outdoor Worship
1203 Inwan St., Milford, IA
9:30 am Outdoor Worship
10:30-11:45 a.m. Brunch (Brunch is a free will offering)
Every Sunday Memorial Day-Labor Day
712-337-3306 /  www.okoboji.org

■ CROSSWINDS CHURCH (EFCA)
2805 Erie Ave. Spirit Lake
(one block east of Spirit Lake Schools)
Labor Day through Memorial Day –
Worship: 8:15 and 10 a.m. services
712-336-3537
Crosswinds.tv

■ SPIRIT LAKE UNITED METHODIST
1812 Gary Ave. — Spirit Lake 
Pastor: Vicki Fisher
SUNDAY WORSHIP:
• Traditional service — 8:30 a.m.
• Contemporary service — 10:30 a.m.
Both services livestreamed via Facebook at
www.facebook.com/SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch 
Email: offi ce@spiritlakeumc.org
712-336-3115

■ SPIRIT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
2504 Enterprise Ave. - Spirit Lake
Pastor: Eric Holderman
SUNDAY SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sunday school for all ages at 9 .m.
Contemporary Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Nursery available - Handicapped accessible
We welcome you to join us!
712-336-0114
www.spiritlifefellowship.org

■ CAMP OKOBOJI — LCMS
1531 Edgewood Drive — Milford
(Highway 86, turn at Crescent Beach sign)
• Sunday worship — 9 a.m.
Memorial Day through Labor Day weekends
Omelet Brunch served fi rst Sunday of each month starting 
fi rst Sunday in June from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Guest pastor each week.
712-337-3325
Email: camp@campokoboji.org www.campokoboji.org

■ FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH 
805 Okoboji Ave., Highway 71 South — Milford 
Pastor: Jennifer Hesebeck
WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship Celebration — 10:30 a.m. Nursery 
available, handicapped accessible
712-338-4642
www.faithcommunitymilford.com Email: fcc@milfordcomm.
net All are welcome!

■ FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  — WEST OKOBOJI
1525 Three Cross Road — Milford
Senior Pastor: Perry Aalgaard
Associate Pastor: Brian Jack
712-338-4514
• Saturday Indoor Worship 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Outdoor Worship 8:30 a.m.
• Sunday Indoor Worship 9:30 a.m.

Iowa Great Lakes 

Church Directory
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LAKE STREET

I t took nine months and a 100-foot-
long tent over the winter, but up-
grades to Lake Street in Arnolds Park 
are complete.

Officials with Arnolds Park Amusement 
Park officially dedicated the new street — 
which doubles as a pedestrian mall — on Sat-
urday. The new and improved road still runs 
between the amusement park and associat-
ed retail stores, and the project included new 
plantings, turf, decorative hanging lights, con-
crete work, honey locust trees and thousands 
of  new pavers.

While the city of  Arnolds Park was incor-
porated in March of  1897, the name Arnolds 
Park predates the city by about 15 years. His-
toric Arnolds Park Incorporated CEO John 
Pausley said Wesley Arnold built a hotel and 
kitchen in the area in 1882. He said local leg-
end holds that Arnold’s daughter and a friend 
soon decided the area should be known as 
Arnolds Park. Pausley said, as fate would have 
it, Saturday’s dedication of  the street — and its 
51,000 new pavers — happened to be 51,000 
days after the park first earned its name.

“Here’s to another 51,000 days of  great 
memories and enjoyment toward the future,” 
Pausley said Saturday.

The Lake Street improvement was a joint 
effort between the city, the amusement park 
and local beautification group Imagine Iowa 
Great Lakes. Arnolds Park City Councilman 
Matt Richter said talks regarding Lake Street 
began in April of  last year. Both Richter and 
Imagine group president John Franken said 
all parties made concessions to some degree 
in order to reach a solution.

Removable metal posts have been installed 
near the corner of  Lake Street and West 
Broadway Street, blocking motorists from 
turning into the heart of  the amusement park 
during periods of  significant pedestrian traffic. 

Franken said the street has been built to city 
specifications, which he said was challenging 
at some points, but he said the Imagine group 
wasn’t interested in moving forward if  the 
street couldn’t be used as a pedestrian mall.

“I think the concessions are working very 
good,” Franken said. “It’s a work in process, 

but now that’s why on the weekends you can 
have families and kids roaming this and not 
have to worry about the street.”

Pausley said park officials are now begin-
ning to envision what they will do with the 
continued beautification of  the park and its 
role in the greater community. In the mean 
time, Pausley said the park has received noth-
ing but positive feedback regarding the chang-
es to Lake Street.

“I think there’s been more selfies, family 
pictures and senior pictures taken down here 
in the last two months than maybe ever in 
Arnolds Park,” Pausley said.

Seth Boyes
News Editor

Crews were install-
ing the last few pav-
ers near Lake Street
in early June. His-
toric Arnolds Park 
Incorporated CEO 
John Pausley said 
51,000 pavers were 
installed during the 
project — coinci-
dently, the park was 
said to have been 
dubbed Arnolds 
Park 51,000 days 
before Saturday’s 
ribbon cutting.

Crews worked through the winter to make several improvements to Lake Street in Arnolds Park. The street runs through the heart of Arnolds 
Park Amusement Park and can now also double as a pedestrian mall during certain times. (Photos by Seth Boyes)
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ROCKIN' RETRO

“Laugh, laugh, I thought I’d die
It seemed so funny to me
Laugh, laugh you met a guy who taught you
How it feels to be lonely, oh so lonely”

I know every time I hear those lyrics 
on classic rock stations or SiriusXM’s 
‘60s, they bring back a flood of  mem-
ories to my summer of  1965, one of  

the most important summers in my life. It was 
then that I really became hooked on the music 
of  the decade of  the ‘60s. It was a truly magi-
cal musical period for this impressionable teen. 
The group that produced those memorable lyr-
ics was San Francisco’s Beau Brummels, with 
its all-time classic hit “Laugh Laugh.”

The band formed in early 1964 in San Fran-
cisco’s teen club scene. Local big time radio DJs 
Tom Donahue and Bobby Mitchell wanted to 
form their own record label, Autumn Records, 
and were looking for bands to sign. After a series 
of  “open try outs” the first band they signed to 
their label was the Beau Brummels. The name 
came from a term that was used to describe an 
excessively well-dressed man. It also had that 
English feel to it, and that was a bonus with the 
British Invasion now happening in full force. 

The group consisted of  Sal Valentino-vocals; 
Ron Elliott-guitar; John Peterson-drums; Ron 
Meagher-bass and Declan Mulligan-guitar.

The band entered the studio in late 1964 and 
recorded their first record, “Laugh Laugh/Still 
In Love With You” (Autumn No. 8). “Laugh 
Laugh” entered Billboard’s charts in January 
of  ‘65 and finally peaked at No. 15. It went to 
No. 2 in Canada. The song was named to the 
Rock & Roll Hall Of  Fame’s “500 Songs That 
Shaped Rock & Roll” and was included on the 
single greatest ‘60s compilation release of  all 
time “Nuggets.” “Laugh Laugh” was produced 
by the fast-rising music star in San Fransisco 
Sylvester Stewart, better known as Sly Stone.

They followed up “Laugh Laugh” with “Just 
A Little/They’ll Make You Cry” (Autumn 

No.10), reaching No. 8 on Billboard; “You 
Tell Me Why/I Want You” (Autumn No. 16) 
reaching No. 38 on Billboard; “Don’t Talk To 
Strangers/In Good Time” (Autumn No. 20); 
and “One Too Many Mornings/She Reigned” 
(Warner Brothers Records No. 5813)

By the time “One Too Many Mornings” 
came out, Autumn Records had gone out of  
business and the Beau Brummels were picked 
up by Warner Brothers Records.

The band would stay together from 1964 
through 1969, then disband for multiple rea-
sons. The original group reformed in 1974 
and toured for one more year before calling it 
quits as a group. At the height of  their popu-
larity, they appeared on American Bandstand, 
Shindig, Hullabaloo and in the movies “Vil-
lage Of  Giants” and “Wild Wild Winter,” as 
well as being recreated as the Beau Brummel-
stones on the Flintstones in 1965.

The very best part of  this story; yes, they did 
come and play for us at Okoboji at our own 
Roof  Garden Ballroom on three different occa-
sions. First in July of  1965 and again in June 
and September of  1966. No, I’m sorry to say, 
I did not see them on any of  their three Mid-
west tours, but I was able to “Laugh Laugh” 
on my transistor radio.

UNTIL NEXT WEEK
TAKE CARE & REMEMBER THE MUSIC

Tom Tourville
Okobojian Contributor
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nalists from across the state 
d in Des Moines on Thurs-
he Iowa Newspaper Associ-
nual awards banquet. The 
n County News won an 
t of  13 different awards.

Editor Matt Heinrichs 
aper’s only first place 
ear, taking top honors 
hotographer category 
argest class of  week-Heinrichs’ portfo-pped entries from t the Kalona News lls Times Citizen. 

A contest judge called Heinrichs’ 

work fantastic and said his “ability 

to freeze the action at the perfect 

moment is almost uncanny.”
“The INA awards have become 

increasingly competitive over the 

last few years, and we’re proud our 

writing, photography and design 

choices continue to earn us a num-

ber of  the top-three slots among 

Iowa’s journalists,” DCN News 

Editor Seth Boyes said. “The 

COVID-19 pandemic prompted 

a number of  daily newspapers to 

cut back on publication days — 

moving some of  the state’s larger 

publications into the same week-

ly competition class as our small, 

two-man newsroom. So that makes 

us even more proud to have kept 

pace this year.”The Dickinson County News 

earned second and third-place fin-

ishes behind one such paper — the 

Daily Iowan — in four different 

weekly competition categories. The 

DCN took second place behind the 

A judge will have to decide 

whether to grant a defense att-

orney’s request to limit testimo-

ny and evidence against a sus-

pect accused of  participating 

in the murder of  a Lake Park 

woman in December of  2020. 

The request was filed on May 1, 

and the prosecution’s response 

has revealed additional details 

about the case.Authorities arrested 25-year-old Justice 

Ray Berntson and 27-year-old Allison Marie 

Decker in the late summer of  2021, charg-

ing them in the murder of  25-year-old Angel 

Marie Bastman, who was found dead inside 

her Lake Park home Dec. 22, 2020. Court fil-

ings indicated both suspects were witnessed 

at the scene on Dec. 21 and 22. They were 

each initially charged with first-degree mur-

der, second-degree theft and conspiracy to 

commit theft.“Both individuals were found separate-

ly with the victim’s property and both were 

seen carrying property out of  the home,” 

Assistant Iowa Attorney General Susan Kris-

ko wrote in earlier court filings. “Witness-

es and electronic communications records 

revealed that both Berntson and Decker 

made statements that they were involved in 

killing Angel Marie Bastman.”

The Harris-Lake Park Community School 

Board decided Monday evening to take on an 

interim superintendent ahead of  the 2022-

23 school year. Current H-LP Superintendent/Elementa-

ry Principal Andy Irwin will step down June 

30 to take a superintendency with the Under-

wood Community School District. Les Dou-

ma is expected to take on the interim super-

intendency as of  July 1 — the board held an 

interview in closed session Monday evening 

and later offered the position to Douma.

Irwin’s resignation was formally approved 

in mid-February, and the board began discuss-

ing options for its candidate search. Board 

President Doug Stahly said at the time the dis-

trict would need to find a candidate who was 

“small-school friendly,” and he noted super-

intendents in districts like Harris-Lake Park 

B oats, bobbers and 
bait are all sure to 

be in good supply 
on the Iowa Great 

Lakes this weekend as anglers from 

near and far attempt to hook the 

10 coveted tagged walleye lurking 

somewhere in the chain of  lakes. 

This year marks the Iowa Great 

Lakes Area Chamber of  Com-

merce’s 40th annual Walleye Week-

end fishing tournament, and the 

competition comes with a poten-

tial payout of  $40,000 — should 

only one of  the specially tagged 

fish be reeled in and its serial num-

ber confirmed.“This is a tradition that the ch-

amber’s been involved in for 40 

years, and it’s a great opportunity 

to showcase our Iowa Great Lakes 

to residents and visitors alike — 

and the $40,000 tagged walleye 

this year is certainly incentive to 

get people here,” Blain Andera, 

CEO of  the IGL Chamber said.

Chamber officials said more 

than 500 people had signed up for 

the tournament by the middle of  

last week, and the event typically 

draws around 2,000 fishing enthu-

siasts from about 18 states. Andera 

said the chamber views the Wall-

eye Weekend tournament as the 

unofficial start to the Lakes Area’s 

summer-driven economy, and the 

influx of  thousands of  anglers 

from outside the region can help 

many businesses start their season 

off  well inside the black.
“Walleye Weekend affects more 

than just the fishing industry,” 

Andera said. “You have the res-

taurants, the gas stations, the con-

venience stores and the shopping 

that go along with that. It’s more 

than just minnows and nightcrawl-

ers. It’s an overall large impact for 

many of  our chamber members.”

Seth BoyesNews Editornews@dickinsoncountynews.com

■ Walleye Weekend
continued on 8A

■ Newspaper Awards
continued on 2A

Seth BoyesNews Editor

Seth BoyesNews Editor

Allison Marie Decker

Justice Ray Berntson
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■ H-LP Superintendent
continued on 8A
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Following a solid 
performance at the 

Class 3A state qualify-
ing meet held May 12 

at Le Mars, the Spirit 
Lake Park girls track 

team advanced nine 
events to the 2022 

Iowa High School 
State Track & Field 

Championships slat-
ed for Thursday-Sat-

urday, May 19-21 in 
Des Moines.The Indians were forced to shake 

up their lineup ahead of  the meet, 

but coach Tim Heinitz said the 

squad responded well, placing sev-

enth overall on the day and earn-

ing six top-three finishes.
“We thought it went about as well 

as it could have gone,” Heinitz said. 

“We had to make some changes 

very quickly the day before because 

of  conflicts with a couple of  our 

athletes. So we did some scrambling 

and everything worked out just the 

way we had hoped it would.”
The sprint medley relay team of  

Mikayla Farmer, Carlie Jo Ahren-

storff, Mackenzie Kauffman and 

Abby Scott placed second in 1 min-

ute, 52.22 seconds. The distance 

medley relay team of  Emma Hen-

rickson, Scott, Kauffman and Kate-

lyn Krieger placed second in 4:20.24.

Krieger placed third in the 800- 

meter relay, finishing in 2:26.31. 

Kauffman placed third in the 200- 

meter dash, finishing in 26.09 sec-

onds. Emma Hackbarth cleared 5 

feet in the high jump to place third.

Harris-Lake Park 
senior Tyler Jurva will 

be the lone wolf  to 
represent his squad at 

the 2022 Iowa High 
School State Track & 

Field Championships 
slated for Thursday-Saturday, May 

19-21 at Drake Stadium in Des 

Moines. Jurva’s throw of  136 feet 

placed third in the discus at the 

Class 1A state qualifying meet held 

Friday, May 12 in Lawton.
“We had a great night to run 

at Lawton for the state qualify-

ing meet,” Harris-Lake Park coach 

Lane Gunderson said. “We are very 

proud of  Tyler Jurva’s discus per-

formance that qualified him for the 

state meet. We also had season-best 

Following their performance at 

the Class 2A state qualifying meet 

held May 13 at Cherokee, Oko-

boji’s boys track athletes will send 

five events to the 2022 Iowa High 

School State Track & Field Cham-

pionships slated for Thursday-Sat-

urday, May 19-21 in Des Moines.

The Pioneers placed third over-

all at the meet and earned five top-

two finishes — and automatic bid 

—on the day.“All in all, we had a great state 

qualifying meet,” Okoboji coach 

Brad Peter said. “Nearly every ev-

ent, with the exception of  a few, 

had a season or lifetime best per-

formance, which is all you can ask 

for both as a coach and as an ath-

lete. We were extremely proud of  

our team and, even though we lim-

ited some of  our athletes to two 

events to try and maximize individ-

ual or relay performances, we were 

able to finish third overall out of  

12 teams. Our team depth and ath-

lete flexibility really paid dividends 

throughout the season and were 

once again on display at this meet.”

Caleb Postma led the way, win-

ning the 400-meter hurdles in 55.77 

seconds and anchoring the 4x400 

relay team to a win in 3 minutes, 

29.24 seconds. He also led the dis-

tance medley relay team of  Logan 

Heller, Dylan Jones and Evan Osler 

to a runner-up time of  3:44.37.

Those victories came after heart-

break, however, as a false start in 

the 110-meter high hurdles cost 

the senior a possible fourth quali-

fying event. Postma placed eighth 

Okoboji’s Dylan Jones passes the baton to teammate Drew Sandven 

during the Class 2A state qualifying meet held Friday, May 13 in Cher-

okee. (Photo by Matt Heinrichs)

Matt HeinrichsSports Editor

■ Okoboji Boys Track
continued on 11B

Okoboji’s girls track team will 

send seven events to the 2022 Iowa 

High School State Track & Field 

Championships in Des Moines 

following a stellar showing at the 

Class 2A state qualifying meet held 

Friday, May 13 in Cherokee.
Okoboji’s Ethnee Jorgensen stole 

the show, proving to be the fastest 

girl at the qualifying meet by win-

ning the 100-meter and 200-meter 

dash events and leading the 4x100-

meter and 4x200-meter relay teams 

to championships as well.
Jorgensen ran the 100-meter dash 

in 12.68 seconds and the 200-meter 

dash in 26.27 seconds. She an-

chored the 4x100-meter relay team 

of  Krishauna Allen, Ellsa Jorgensen 

and Leah Sorenson to a time of  
Okoboji’s Ethnee Jorgensen waves to the crowd at the Class 2A state qualifying meet Friday in Ch-

erokee. Jorgensen proved to be the fastest girl at the meet, winning the 100-meter and 200-meter 

dash events and anchoring the Pioneers to first-place finishes in both the 4x100-meter and 4x200-

meter relays. (Photo by Matt Heinrichs)

■ Okoboji Girls Track
continued on 11B

Spirit Lake’s boys track team was 

absolutely dominant at the Class 

2A state qualifying meet held May 

13 in Cherokee. The Indians lapped 

the field, winning 10 events, earn-

ing three runner-up finishes, total-

ing 166 points and advancing 16 

events to the 2022 Iowa High 

School State Track & Field Cham-

pionships slated for Thursday-Sat-

urday, May 19-21 in Des Moines.

Runner-up Western Christian tra-

iled the Indians’ total by 92 points.

“In what will go down as the 

greatest district performance in 

school history, our boys stepped off  

the bus ready to compete,” Spirit 

Lake coach Brad Travis said. “From 

our first event in the sprint medley 

relay, things just began to click. It 

is going to take me some time to 

digest just exactly what all we did 

tonight … Each and every event 

seemed to run their absolute best 

race of  the season.”Jack Latham and Qai Hussey led 

the way. The duo finished 1-2 in 

the 100-meter and 200-meter dash 

events. Latham won the 100 in 

10.75 seconds and Hussey finished 

Spirit Lake senior Jack Latham qualified for state in four events following Friday’s meet in Cherokee. Latham will compete in the 100-

meter dash, the 200-meter dash, the 110-meter high hurdles and the shuttle hurdle relay in Des Moines. (Photo by Matt Heinrichs)

■ Spirit Lake Boys Track
continued on 2B Spirit Lake’s Dylan Stecker earned an at-large bid for the state 

meet following his third-place leap of 6 feet, 3 inches in the 

high jump at Friday’s state qualifying meet in Cherokee.

Matt HeinrichsSports Editor

Tyler Jurva

■ H-LP Boys Track
continued on 11B

Matt HeinrichsSports Editor

Mackenzie Kauffman

Katelyn Krieger

■ Spirit Lake Park Girls Track

continued on 11B

■ Indians dominate 
state qualifying meet, advance 16 

events to stateMatt HeinrichsSports Editorsports@dickinsoncountynews.com

Matt HeinrichsSports Editor
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Following a solid 
performance at the 

Class 3A state qualify-
ing meet held May 12 

at Le Mars, the Spirit 
Lake Park girls track 

team advanced nine 
events to the 2022 

Iowa High School 
State Track & Field 

Championships slat-
ed for Thursday-Sat-

urday, May 19-21 in 
Des Moines.The Indians were forced to shake 

up their lineup ahead of  the meet, 

but coach Tim Heinitz said the 

squad responded well, placing sev-

enth overall on the day and earn-

ing six top-three finishes.
“We thought it went about as well 

as it could have gone,” Heinitz said. 

“We had to make some changes 

very quickly the day before because 

of  conflicts with a couple of  our 

athletes. So we did some scrambling 

and everything worked out just the 

way we had hoped it would.”
The sprint medley relay team of  

Mikayla Farmer, Carlie Jo Ahren-

storff, Mackenzie Kauffman and 

Abby Scott placed second in 1 min-

ute, 52.22 seconds. The distance 

medley relay team of  Emma Hen-

rickson, Scott, Kauffman and Kate-

lyn Krieger placed second in 4:20.24.

Krieger placed third in the 800- 

meter relay, finishing in 2:26.31. 

Kauffman placed third in the 200- 

meter dash, finishing in 26.09 sec-

onds. Emma Hackbarth cleared 5 

feet in the high jump to place third.

Harris-Lake Park 
senior Tyler Jurva will 

be the lone wolf  to 
represent his squad at 

the 2022 Iowa High 
School State Track & 

Field Championships 
slated for Thursday-Saturday, May 

19-21 at Drake Stadium in Des 

Moines. Jurva’s throw of  136 feet 

placed third in the discus at the 

Class 1A state qualifying meet held 

Friday, May 12 in Lawton.
“We had a great night to run 

at Lawton for the state qualify-

ing meet,” Harris-Lake Park coach 

Lane Gunderson said. “We are very 

proud of  Tyler Jurva’s discus per-

formance that qualified him for the 

state meet. We also had season-best 

iday in Ch-200-meter d 4x200-

compete in the 100-
y Matt Heinrichs)

arge bid for the state 
feet, 3 inches in the 
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Matt HeinrichsSports Editor

Tyler Jurva
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■■ Spirit Lake Park Girls Track

continued on 11B
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There was no jury waiting to hear 

testimony Tuesday, as proceedings 

against one of  the two suspects 

in a Lake Park murder case got 

underway. Allison Marie Decker is accused 

of  killing 25-year-old Angel Marie 

Bastman of  Lake Park in Decem-

ber of  2020. Decker waived her 

right to a jury trial about two weeks 

ahead of  trial. Third Judicial Dis-

trict Court Judge Shayne Mayer 

instructed journalists in the court-

room to refrain from reporting cer-

tain testimony as well as publish-

ing photographs of  some witness-

es or evidence. A total of  six witnesses were 

called to testify Tuesday, and more 

testimony is expected Wednesday. 

Decker and 25-year-old Justice 

Ray Berntson are both accused of  

being involved in Bastman’s death. 

The 25-year-old Lake Park resident 

and former Marine was found dead 

in the basement of  her home on 

Dec. 22, 2020.Dickinson County Attorney 

Amy Zenor told the court Bast-

man’s father discovered his daugh-

ter’s body that morning “in the 

basement with a belt around her 

neck.” A phone call was placed to 

authorities — first to Lake Park 

Police Officer and ambulance driv-

er Tony Urwin and then to 911 dis-

patchers. Urwin and other witness-

es testified that areas of  the Bast-

man’s home were in disarray when 

they arrived, including the base-

ment area where she slept.
“Initially, it looked to me like 

there was some kind of  alterca-

tion that took place in that area,” 

A pest that’s killed ash trees 

throughout Iowa has officially been 

confirmed in Dickinson County. 

The county had managed to stay 

off  the state’s list of  infected coun-

ties for a number of  years, but the 

DNR announced Friday that emer-

ald ash borer beetles were con-

firmed at a location east of  the 

Arnolds Park city limits. Officials 

with the Iowa Department of  Agri-

culture and Land Stewardship said 

Friday that larvae were collected on 

that site — the larvae feed on the 

inner bark of  ash trees, which ulti-

mately kills the tree, according to 

state officials. Officials announced 

the beetle had been sighted in 

Humbolt County Friday as well. 

“Because woodpecker damage 

can be a sign EAB has infested an 

ash tree, we receive a number of  

calls during the winter and early 

spring,” said Mike Kintner, Iowa 

Department of  Agriculture and 

Land Stewardships EAB and spo-

ngy moth coordinator. “These lat-

est new county detections were 

the result of  green industry pro-

fessionals alerting our department 

about the possibility of  EAB infest-

ed trees based on the woodpecker 

damage they observed.”

Emerald ash borer beetles are an 

invasive species native to east Asia, 

according to the Iowa Department 

of  Natural Resources, and have 

been primarily spread through the 

transportation of  infested firewood. 

Information from Iowa State Uni-

versity said the beetle is considered 

one of  the most destructive tree 

pests ever seen in North America. 

Adult emerald ash borers are metal-

lic-green in color and approximate-

ly a quarter-inch long. They emerge 

from ash trees through a D-sharped 

hole typically sometime between 

Budding area philanthropists recent-

ly announced $26,000 would be award-

ed to the Pearson Lakes Art Center to 

support a focal shift in the center’s Art 

Smart Program. Students with the Oko-

boji Foundation’s Youth In Philanthro-

py program awarded three grants to area 

nonprofits late last month — the art 

center’s being the largest. The art center 

intends to revamp its Art Smart offer-

ings by transitioning away from elec-

tronic items and refocusing on more 

hands-on experiences. The overall ren-

ovation of  the Art Smart space is esti-

mated to cost between $75,000 and $1 

million, and the program itself  will be 

renamed to reflect the change.

“There’s so many good nonprof-

its in town that do so much, and 

I was happy that we were cho-

sen this time,” PLAC Executive Direc-

tor Bob Kirschbaum said of  the grant 

award. “It’s my feeling, like that old say-

ing, when the tide comes in all boats rise. 

I feel when the art center gets better, it 

gets better for everybody else, and when 

the other nonprofits get better, it gets 

better for us. We have so much to offer 

in the Lakes community.”
Kirschbaum said revamping the Art 

Smart space has been on the art center’s 

radar for a number of  years. He said the 

center has installed several hands-on fea-

tures in that time, and several will stay, but 

the upcoming renovation will be a signifi-

cant change staff  hopes will con-

tinue to help engage yo-
ung visitors and their fam-ilies. 

Kirschbaum noted many youth today 

have easily accessible technology in their 

pocket in the form of  smart phones, 

prompting a return to the physical arts 

— drawing, painting, acting. 
“The kids, they come in and they put 

their phones down,” Kirschbaum said. 

“A lot of  times you look around and a 

lot of  our youth are on their phone all 

the time. Well, when they’re here in that 

room, they won’t be looking at their 

phone. They’ll be putting the phones 

down and having fun.”

Allison Marie Decker is 
accused of strangling 

Angel Marie Bastman of 

Lake Park in December of 

2020. Decker’s trial began 

Tuesday, after she waived 
her right to a jury trial. 
(Photo by Seth Boyes)

Seth BoyesNews Editor

■ Lake Park Murder
continued on 2A

The larvae of the emerald ash borer leave a distinct curving pattern 

as they feed on the inner bark of the ash tree. The damage stunts the 

tree’s ability to move water and nutrients throughout its system, ulti-

mately killing it. (Photo submitted)

Seth BoyesNews Editor

■ EAB Confi rmedcontinued on 2A

■ Pearson Lakes Art Center 

earns grant for art program

Seth BoyesNews Editornews@dickinsoncountynews.com

■ PLAC Grant
continued on 3A
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MEMORY LANE

W atching TV today is a mix-
ture of  good and bad. Many 
of  the programs are full of  
ads to the point you almost 

forget the show’s theme or plot. Many of  the 
ads do not make much sense, and we won-
der just what their point is. For example, how 
many of  you take your new car out in the 
country and drive through a stream or whip 
it around and make a donut or two? There is 
one insurance company commercial in which 
all the actors involved wear an apron. I don’t 
know about you, but my insurance represen-
tative probably doesn’t even own an apron. 
Anyway, this article is about aprons. 

Do you have and use an apron? When I was 
a youngster, all of  our mothers and grand-
mothers wore aprons. When my mother was 
working in the kitchen or doing housework, 
the apron was a must. She kept several work 
aprons hung up on the back of  the kitchen 
door and, when she entered the room, she 
automatically reached for her apron. When 
she went outside to do some gardening or to 
hang up the wash, it was a different one than 
the one she wore for cooking in the kitchen. 
Ladies in those days wore aprons, and yet we 
have few photos of  them wearing them. The 
aprons were for work, not play.

Aprons used to be a mark or uniform for 
grocers, butchers, bakers, hardware salesmen 
and printers. Aprons were used to protect 
clothing because in those days most people 
didn’t have a great assortment of  clothes. I 
worked at the local newspaper shop during 
most of  my high school days and even, while 
in college, a print shop, and we always wore 
an apron. The aprons in the print shop cov-
ered our school clothes and also carried sev-
eral pieces of  equipment in the pockets.

The print shops in those days could be a 
very messy place working with lead, presses 
and ink. The printing presses in those days 
required rollers and plates that transferred 
the ink onto the type, and we were constant-
ly applying more ink or cleaning off  the type. 
After each printing job, the presses had to be 

cleaned, so we used gasoline and a cloth rag 
to wipe the rollers and the type. We wore no 
gloves, so an apron saved our shirts and trou-
sers from getting soiled with ink. 

We also melted the used lead type in the 
basement, and it was an equally dirty job. I 
had only one shirt that I wore to school and 
work. Removing the ink from your hands was 
accomplished by using Lava soap.

I recall that my mother and grandmother 
all wore aprons when doing tasks around the 
house or outside. Here again they didn’t have 
a great many dresses, so the apron protected 
them and they could also accomplish other 
things with items carried in the pockets. The 
aprons were easier to wash than dresses, and 
they were easier to cut and sew together and 
used less material. Their aprons were won-
derful for serving as they were used as a pot-
holder or a dust rag. The apron was wonder-

ful for drying children’s tears or a leaky nose 
and cleaning out dirty ears.

Connie grew up on a farm, and I asked her 
about her mother’s aprons. Connie told me 
her mother had two kinds: one for inside and 
another for outside work. The outside apron 
was longer and fuller and had more pockets. 
Her mother’s apron was used to put chicks in, 
gather eggs, kittens and place garden products. 
The apron could carry eggs back to the house 
from the chicken coop or hold the chick-
en feed and then broadcast it to the chick-
ens. The outside apron could also be used to 
carry chips of  wood and kindling wood into 
the house. In the fall, the apron was used to 
bring in apples or walnuts that had fallen on 
the ground. At lunch time, she might go to 
the kitchen door and flap her apron as a sig-
nal to the men that lunch was being served. 

Connie made an apron for her mother. The 

apron had appliqué and extra pockets. It was 
a beautiful piece of  sewing, but her mother 
never wore it. Asked why, “It is too fancy.” 
She liked the old apron she wore while living 
on the farm.

I remember that my grandmother used her 
apron to set her hot baked pie on the window sill 
to cool, and now her great-granddaughter sets 
her pies on the windowsill to thaw. Today the 
“germ wardens” would go crazy trying to fig-
ure out how many germs grandmother’s apron 
had on it. We managed to survive, but maybe 
we had a lot more immunity than the kids today.

Grandmother would use the apron to wipe 
her brow and, if  unexpected company drove 
up the lane, that apron could dust a whale of  
furniture in a matter of  minutes. If  the com-
pany were strangers, the little kids could hide 
behind the apron until they decided it was safe.

I recall that my mother would put on her 
very best apron when entertaining her friends 
for bridge parties. This apron was very spe-
cial with lots of  frilly lace and patterns. It was 
more for looks than utility. When we were first 
married, Connie had a number of  aprons and 
for years received many as Christmas presents 
from her pupils. They were works of  art and 
no two were ever alike. 

When did the ladies stop wearing aprons? 
Today she would have to really hunt through 
her closet and dresser drawers to locate one. 
I recall that, when I was a kid, my mother’s 
apron hung on a peg back of  the kitchen 
door for many years. Aprons played a great 
part in our lives years ago, and it is somewhat 
a shame to see their demise. It will be a long 
time before someone invents something that 
will replace that “old-time apron” that served 
so many purposes.

Since I started to write this article, I have 
become more aware of  aprons. Who wears 
aprons today? Florists, bartenders, cooks, wait-
ers, attendants in the garden departments and 
occasionally one will observe a lady doing 
some gardening wearing an apron. I suppose 
many do not wear aprons, because washing 
clothes today is no big deal, whereas years ago 
Monday was wash day so you had to protect 
your clothes for that length of  time.

The old aprons are still around, and many 
of  the occupations today still use one. But 
one thing we did know, that grandmother 
and mother in their aprons also meant love. 
There was nothing that could compare with 
getting wrapped up in her apron on a cold 
January day in Iowa.

R. Aubrey La Foy
Okobojian Contributor
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HOMECOMING RACES

A fter a two-year hiatus, organizers 
with the University of  Okoboji 
Homecoming Races are prepar-
ing to once again welcome run-

ners, swimmers and cyclers from across the 
country — and possibly a few from abroad.

Firing pistols will sound Saturday, and U of  
O officials themselves are preparing to pass the 
proverbial baton this year. The 45th annual rac-
es will be under the umbrella of  the Iowa Great 
Lakes Area Chamber of  Commerce. 

“We’re really excited about the events tran-
sitioning over to the Lakes Area Chamber of  
Commerce,” Herman Richter, U of  O’s direc-
tor of  student affairs, said. “They’ve been 
involved for so many years and doing more 
and more of  the heavy lifting, so we’re real-
ly looking forward to working with them.”

Bob Rose, the university’s director for life 
and one of  the event’s founding members, 
said the chamber has been extremely suc-
cessful in handling events such as the U of  O 
Winter Games, and he feels they’re well suit-
ed for the new role.

“It’s the end of  an era somewhat, and it 
was time for some of  us old-timers to back 
away,” Rose said. “We will be there to help, if  
it’s ever needed, and the tourism part of  the 
Lakes Chamber will do an excellent job. It will 
continue much as it has for 45 years, attracting 
people from all over the country and some-
times several foreign countries.”

The weekend’s triathlon is set to begin at 7 
a.m. Saturday, according to the chamber, and 
all other races — the half-marathon, 10K and 
5K — will start at 8 a.m. No full marathon 
will be held this year. Rose said the course 
must be recertified, and organizers chose to 
forego the race in 2022 while work on sever-
al area streets is being done.

“There’s no point in certifying it and then 
having streets change,” Rose said. “Then you’d 
have to certify it again.”

Event registration is open online at okobo-
jichamber.com through Thursday. Rose noted 

proceeds from the events go to support vari-
ous community causes in both Clay and Dick-
inson County. Entrants may pick up their infor-
mation packets at the IGL Chamber Office in 
Arnolds Park between 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. A kick off  party will also be held at West 
O Beer from 6-8 p.m. that day.  

The university’s inaugural homecoming races 
took place in 1978, after Rose, Steve Avery and 
Paul Williams were inspired to found a mara-
thon event in the region. Rose believes it was 
Avery who suggested they opt for the scenic 
Lakes Area and involve Richter at the Universi-
ty of  Okoboji. The 1978 races featured a mar-
athon, half-marathon and five-mile fun run. In 
the early days, volunteers tracked times on large 
sheets of  paper in the Roof  Garden Ballroom.

“In the ensuing years, we started a mini-tri-
athlon — it was a swim and a bike ride and 
a 10K run — then the fun run became an 
official 10K run, and the marathon and the 
half-marathon have been going since the very 
beginning,” Rose said. 

Both Rose and Richter thanked the various 
volunteers and emergency crews who help 
make the races a success each year, as well 
as those who cheer for racers along the way.

“People sit out in their front lawns or back 
lawns, watch the runners go by, and some of  
them put the garden hose out with the sprinkler 
so you can run through it,” Rose said. “They’re 
encouraging. They applaud you, and they lie 
to you and tell you how great you’re looking.”

Rose said U of  O officials are indebted to 
the community for their support of  the races 
over more than four decades, and he expects 
the annual staple will continue growing under 
the chamber’s leadership. Richter felt similar-
ly and noted the public can take advantage of  
many other Lakes Area amenities, such as the 
Okoboji Summer Theatre, area golf  cours-
es and other activities, during the weekend.

“It’s a real tribute to the Iowa Great Lakes, 
the family atmosphere here and the positive 
attitude,” Richter said. “What better way to 
celebrate this summer, especially with this 
event that’s so well attended and keeps peo-
ple outdoors?”

■ Iowa Great Lakes Chamber to take baton this year
Seth Boyes
News Editor
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