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FISHING REPORT

northwest iowa

T his weekly fishing report is compiled from
information gathered from local bait shops,
angler creel surveys and county and state
parks staff. The report below is from July 14,

the latest report available at the time of  publication. For
current conditions, call the Spirit Lake District Office
at 712-336-1840. Most area lake temperatures are in the
80s. Forecasts call for continued temperatures in the 80s
and 90s. Algae blooms have popped up on few area lakes
making visibility much lower. Bass and panfishing has
been great on most lakes out along weed lines in 10-15
feet of  water. Most fish are moving out deeper as water
temperatures increase. For current conditions, call the
Spirit Lake District Office at 712-336-1840.

EAST OKOBOJI LAKE — The water level is approximately 
4 inches over crest. Fish are moving deeper post-
spawn. Trolling has been working very well. Find crappie and 
yellow bass in 10-16 feet of water. Try fishing weed lines 
where there is new vegetation growth. Black Crappie — 
Good: Best bite is in 10-15 feet of water along weed lines. 
Bluegill — Good. Walleye — Fair: Try spinners, crankbaits and 
long and shallow shad raps in the main basins. Best bite is 
an hour before and after sunset. Yellow Bass — Good.

LOST ISLAND LAKE — Fishing/trolling is getting more 
difficult as aquatic vegetation reaches the surface in many 
places. Black Crappie — Fair. Walleye — Slow: Try trolling 
crankbaits or with lindy rigs off weed lines. Best bite is an 
hour before and after sunset. Yellow Perch — Fair. 

MINNEWASHTA LAKE — Bluegill and crappie fishing has 
been good; some sorting may be needed. Black Crappie — 
Good. Bluegill — Good.

SILVER LAKE — The late afternoon bite has been fair. Many 
anglers are targeting fish schools during the day. Vegetation 
growth is making fishing more difficult. Walleye — Fair: Try 
spinners, crankbaits, and long and shallow shad raps.

SPIRIT LAKE — The lake is at crest. The walleye season 
is open. Most species are out deeper in 15-plus feet of 
water. Black Bullhead — Good: Try fishing the northern 
grade of Spirit Lake. Black Crappie — Fair: Use a tube jig 
and bobber. Bluegill — Fair.  Walleye — Good: Use spinners, 
crankbaits and long and shallow shad raps; try to find weed 
lines. Yellow Perch — Fair: Many perch can be caught, and 
anglers may need to sort for size. 

WEST OKOBOJI LAKE — The water level is approximately 
4 inches over crest. Most fish are out deeper in 15-plus feet 
of water. Rocky points and areas with new vegetation growth 
have seen the most success. Black Crappie — Fair: Use 
crankbaits or shad raps. Bluegill — Good: Try small shad 
raps. Largemouth Bass — Fair. Smallmouth Bass — Fair: Try 
fishing off points with surface baits or jerk baits. Walleye — 
Fair: Try fishing off points by trolling crankbaits or with lindy 
rigs. Best bite is an hour before and after sunset.
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CAMPUS HOTLINE

A musical tale of towering love!

Purchase your ticket 
online to guarantee a
seat for this special

limited engagement of the 
final Village show!

RRapunzel  

$7.00  Ages 4-12
$8.50  13+ 

Fun Obstacles!
Cool Spinners!

Ice Cream! 

10a - 9p  MON - SAT
11a - 8p  SUN

* Weather Permitting *

50 Seasons of Family Fun at Okoboji, IA

712-337-3730  � www.treasurevillage.org

Save up to $3 at
Mini Golf!

Save $.50 per person in group.

Valid for all ages in group up to 6 people. May not combine 
with other discounts. Treasure Village. Expires 9/05/22

O
KO

$7 at the door

$7.75  online &
guarantee a seat!

THE THREE SONS
1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-24241 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM-5PM, SUNDAY 10AM-4PM

www.3sons.com www.facebook.com/thethreesons

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-24241 Block East Of Bank Stoplight  • Milford • 712-338-2424

Open
Fri. & Sat.

until 7PM

W here else can you find a my-
thical university, fireworks 
every Saturday night during 
the summer and the unimag-

inable cardboard box boat races? Why in the 
Iowa Great Lakes Region of  course! Aubrey 
LaFoy was kind enough to send me this picture 
(right) of  the cardboard boat races that took 
place at the Okoboji Yacht Club on West Lake 
Okoboji recently. I don’t know who won or who 
sank, but I am sure everyone had a great time.

On New Year’s Day, the music world in Iowa 
lost a friend and colleague Shane von Holdt. 
An outstanding guitar player and singer, he died 
suddenly at his home in Sac City that day. His 
friends in the music industry are paying tribute 
to the former Lake Park and Superior resident 
who was inducted into the Iowa Rock ‘n Roll 
Hall of  Fame back in 2012. On Thursday, Aug. 
4, the Rock the Roof  concert will be a tribute 
show performed by his former band mates and 
friends. ‘‘Kevin and Shane’s Gang: A Tribute 
to Shane von Holdt’’ will run from 6-8 p.m. in 
the Roof  Garden Ballroom at Arnolds Park. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. Everyone will remem-
ber the short, talented guy with the sleeveless 
T-shirts and biker denim vests and pay tribute 
to his memory. Kevin King from Des Moines 
is coordinating all those musicians who will be 
coming to perform. I have the honor of  guest 
emceeing the tribute to my friend.

The Northwest Iowa Concert Band will be 
performing a concert at 2 p.m. this Sunday aft-

ernoon in the Majestic Pavilion at Arnolds Park. 
This will be the 30th consecutive year that this 
band had done a concert for the public in the 
park. Originally they played on the state pier, 
then in the courtyard near the entrance to the 
amusement park. Now wisely for the past few 
years they have moved indoors away from the 
heat and blazing sun; which is better for the 
musicians and their audience. Band director 
Rich Nicklay sent me this picture (above) of  
the band. What a pleasant way to spend a sum-
mer Sunday afternoon!

For those of  you who stopped to ask or ca-
lled me, Tim the Sweet Corn Man will begin 
his summer sales this week!

If  you have a reunion, family party or special 
event coming up this summer, let me know. 
You can email the information to doris@dick-
insoncountynews.com or give me a call at 712-
320-2850. Have a safe week!

CAMPUS HOTLINE Doris Welle | Staff Writer
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July 22 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Community Bankers of Iowa
Brooks Golf 

July 22 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Cattlemen’s Regatta Charity
Emerald Hills Golf Course

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
Milford Pioneer Days
Florence Park — Milford

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
10-11 a.m. Molly Shannon’s Tilly the Trickster
Boji Bantam Children’s Theatre
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 22 — OUTDOOR EVENT
5-7 p.m. Family Nature Night-Dig Deeper
Dickinson County Nature Center

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Matt & Laurel
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Brad Morgan
The Gardens

July 22 — OUTDOOR EVENT
6-9 p.m. Barefoot Dock Hop
Barefoot Bar

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sweet Trouble
The Ritz

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
7-11 p.m. The Dads
Barefoot Bar

July 22 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7-10 p.m. OBW Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 22 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Purely Patsy Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 22 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Chad Edwards Band
Captain’s Getaway

July 23 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7:30 a.m. to Noon. Farmers Market
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 23 — LIVE EVENT
11 a.m. Parade through downtown
Milford Pioneer Days activities
Florence Park — Milford

July 23 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Knights of Columbus
Emerald Hills Golf Course

July 23 — OUTDOOR EVENT
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Farmers Market in the Park
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

July 23 — OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT
9-10 a.m. The Studio Yoga and Barre
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
9 a.m. to Noon. Storm Rising
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

July 23 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 23 — LIVE EVENT
10-11 a.m. Molly Shannon’s Tilly the Trickster
Boji Bantam Children’s Theatre
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
11:30 a.m. Tim Horsman
Iowa RockNRoll Music Museum Patio

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
1 p.m. Birdchild Band
8 p.m. Scott Larsen Band
Okoboji Store

July 23 — OUTDOOR EVENT
2-5 p.m. Barefoot Dock Hop
Barefoot Bar

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Dave Rowley
Round Lake Vineyards

July 23 — OUTDOOR EVENT
2:30-5:30 p.m. Millers Bay Yacht Party
Okoboji Boat Works

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
2:30 p.m. Mighty Mayhem
7-11 p.m. The Dads
Barefoot Bar

July 23 — OUTDOOR EVENT
3-6 p.m. Barefoot Dock Hop
Barefoot Bar

July 23 — LIVE EVENT
4:30 & 8 p.m. Purely Patsy 
Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with 
Matt & Laurel
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Brad Morgan
The Gardens

July 23 — LIVE EVENT
6-8 p.m. Itty Bitty Boji Band
Little Swan Lake Winery

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Elton Dan and The Rocket Band
and Robb Stewart
Preservation Plaza — fireworks after show

July 23 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Chad Edwards Band
Captain’s Getaway

July 24 — LIVE EVENT
Milford Pioneer Days
Florence Park — Milford

July 24 — OUTDOOR EVENT
1-4 p.m. OBW Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
1 p.m. Keifer and Scott
8 p.m. Birdchild Band
Okoboji Store

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
2 p.m. Northwest Iowa Concert Band
Majestic Pavilion at Arnolds Park

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Matt and Laurel
Barefoot Bar

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Chris Bertrand
Round Lake Vineyards

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
4 p.m. Tripwire
The Ritz

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
4-6 p.m. Ridottos
Little Swan Lake Winery

July 24 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Charlie Leissler
The Gardens

July 24 — LIVE EVENT
6 p.m. Purely Patsy Cline (musical)
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 25 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Boji Bill
The Gardens

July 25 — LIVE MUSIC
6:30 p.m. Terry Klein
Discovery House Porch Party
Hill Avenue, Spirit Lake

July 25 — LIVE MUSIC
7-9 p.m. Dick Bauman Big Band
Pomerantz Hall at 
Pearson Lakes Art Center

July 26 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Tim Horsman

The Gardens

July 26 — LIVE MUSIC
7-9 p.m. Jazzed Up Big Band of Okoboji
Roof Garden Ballroom

July 26 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30-10 p.m. Neal Dover
Pearson Lakes Art Center

July 26 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Bright Star: A New Musical
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 27 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7:30 a.m. to Noon. Farmers Market
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

July 27 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 27 — OUTDOOR EVENT
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wild Wednesday: 
Stargazing
Iowa Lakeside Laboratory

July 27 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with 
Parker D and Boji Bill
The Gardens

July 27 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Terry Klein
Spirit Lake VFW

July 27 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Adam and Jacob
The Ritz

July 27 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Bright Star: A New Musical
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 27 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. Diablo Sammich
Captain’s Getaway

July 28 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 28 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-7 p.m. Cruise-In
6-9 p.m. Casey Muessigmann Trio
Oak Hill Outdoor — bring lawn chairs

July 28 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset 
with Tristan Marquardt
The Gardens

July 28 — LIVE MUSC
5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Dayna Jones
Minerva’s Patio Party
Arrowwood Resort

July 28 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Steven Klassen
Round Lake Vineyards

July 28 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Lake Patrol Band
The Ritz

July 28 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Chris Bertrand
Little Swan Lake Winery

July 28 — LIVE MUSIC
6-9 p.m. Rock the Roof 
Sean Benz and the Misfits
Roof Garden Ballroom

July 28 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Bright Star: A New Musical
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 28 — LIVE MUSIC
8:30 p.m. Casey Donahew
9 p.m. Diablo Sammich
Captain’s Getaway

July 29 — LIVE EVENT
10 a.m. Rapunzel
Treasure Village

July 29 — LIVE MUSIC
All day — Minority Falls
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with 
Charlie Leissler
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Tiger Pants
The Gardens

July 29 — OUTDOOR EVENT
6-9 p.m. Barefoot Dock Hop
Okoboji Boat Works

July 29 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Tripwire
The Ritz

July 29 — LIVE MUSIC
7-11 p.m. Good Road
Barefoot Bar

July 29 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Jan and Dean’s 
Beach Party with
Dean Torrence and Surf City All-Stars
Roof Garden Ballroom

July 29 — LIVE MUSIC
8 p.m. Drop Tailgate
Okoboji Store

July 29 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Bright Star: A New Musical
Okoboji Summer Theatre

July 29 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. FlashMob!
Captain’s Getaway

ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR
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OST REVIEW

Double Click CarFax logo for 
Complimentary Vehicle History Report!

Locally Owned & Operated
Buy •Sell •Trade577 Hwy 71 South, 

Arnolds Park, IA

RATES AS LOW AS 2.45% APR 
WITH QUALIFIED CREDIT
PHIL PEDERSEN • LARRY GJERDE

712-332-8302
DON’T SEE WHAT 

YOU WANT? CUSTOM 
BUYING AVAILABLE!

No Doc 
Fee!

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY! 

WWW.PHILSMM.COM

Mon.- Fri. 9am - 5pm • Wed., Sat. & Holidays Open by Appointment

O koboji Summer Theatre brought 
back one of  their former stu-
dents with her band of  musi-
cians to pay tribute to Patsy 

Cline. Kelley Zinge wrote a musical she ti-
tled “Purely Patsy Cline” and returned to the 
OST stage to treat us all to a great evening of  
music and history.

Zinge also served as director of  the Boji Ban-
tam Theatre on the OST grounds for a cou-
ple of  years. She had the perfect background 
to not only write the story but direct it while 
performing on stage the entire show.

We all love Patsy Cline’s music, but most 
of  us didn’t know the woman behind those 
hits. In Zinge’s play, Patsy comes back from 
heaven for one night to sing and tell her story. 
There is humor and there is sadness and grief. 

Zinge entered the theater from the back, 
singing her way to the stage in a really pretty 
blue and white cowgirl outfit, and she start-
ed us right off  on Patsy’s journey. After a few 
songs and sometimes-comical stories, she 
slipped stage left and returned in a beautiful 
bright red dress and heals for the remainder 
of  the show. 

Her musicians played along with her antics 
as well as literally playing the background for 
her strong voice. 

Ed Skibbie played the keyboards and sang 
some harmony as well. I rarely see a left-hand-
ed upright bass player, so I enjoyed watch-
ing Mark Verschoor work his magic. He add-
ed his voice to the harmony back up as well. 
I wonder if  he restrung that bass from right 

to left or if  he plays it backward like a couple 
of  left-handed guitar playing friends I know. I 
didn’t get the chance to ask him after the show.

Josh Long was fun to watch on rhythm gui-
tar. His facial expressions really added to his 
demeanor on stage. Drummer Art Rubinstein 
kept everyone, including us in the audience, 
clapping along to the beat. I could listen to 
Bret Billings on that pedal steel guitar all day. 
I have always felt the steel guitar added just 
the right tone to any country-style song. He 
was very, very good on that instrument. He 
also played the harmonica skillfully and com-
pleted the harmony backup.

Zinge belted out song after song and mas-
terly talked us through the struggles Patsy 
endured trying to be a wife and mother while 
becoming more famous each and every day. 
She also helped us understand the extra road-
blocks back in those days for women in the 
music industry. Unfortunately some of  those 
still exist today but not to the severe extent 
back in the ‘50s and early ‘60s.

Her rendition of  “Faded Love” was amaz-
ingly performed and filled with regretfulness. 
You could have heard a pin drop as the audi-
ence was totally spellbound.

Bravo to Zinge and her troubadours for a 
wonderful evening. We learned Patsy Cline’s 
real-life story and heard song after song of  the 
music she wrote and/or recorded that have 
all survived the test of  time.

A word of  warning ... there is no intermis-
sion, so be sure you have used the facilities 
before taking to your seats. You won’t want to 
miss a minute of  this musical magic.

“Purely Patsy Cline” runs through Sun-
day evening.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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DINING GUIDE

i o w a  g r e a t  l a k e s  d i n i n g 
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  g u i d e

BC BURGERS + SMOKED STUFFED GOUDA BURGER
+ FRIED PICKLE BURGER + BOSCO TURKEY BURGER

+ ROSEMARY FRENCH FRIES + NASH HOT TOTS
+ MILKSHAKES + BIG COOKIES + MORE = HAPPINESS

Downtown Spirit Lake | 1603 Hill Avenue
www.MyBurgerAndCompany.com

Tuesday - Saturday 11a.m. - 8p.m. + Sunday 11a.m. - 3p.m.
Outdoor Patio | 712.336.4161 | Pet Friendly

B urger & Company on Hill 
Avenue in Spirit Lake has 
new owners.

Former general manag-
er Chef  Jason and wife Jordan Battern 
took possession of  the eating establish-
ment this month. Their goal is to pro-
vide a place where families can enjoy top 
quality food with added fun experienc-
es for the youngsters.

The vintage retro look of  the eatery co-
mplements the outdoor dining area, fea-
turing beautiful shade trees and flowers. 

“We believe in treating everyone to a 
delicious meal while letting the kids have 
some fun,” the owner said.

The menu features handmade choic-
es crafted using fresh produce. 

“We make our own sauces and cook-
ie dough from scratch and hand-form 
our burgers,” Battern said.

A portion of  the menu is listed as 
“Just for the Kiddos.”

“It is important to us to have the fam-
ily come in and not have to pay high 
prices for their kids to eat,” the father 
of  two youngsters said. 

A corner of  the cafe is set aside for 
the children to go and color with a wall 
erected where they can sign their names.

The made-from-scratch big cookies 
are a hit with diners. While burgers are 
emphasized in the establishment’s name, 
hot dogs and other delicious entrees are 
available. A new burger has been added 
to the menu. The BOT burger features 
creamy brie, crisp bacon, jalapenos and 
balsamic onion jam on the burger. It is 
served on a toasted brioche bun.

Chef  Battern feels they are adding fla-
vor in layers by adding their own sauces 
and offering old-fashioned shakes to go it. 

“We want everything to be wholesome 
and delicious,” he said. 

With 15 years of  restaurant experience, 
Battern feels he knows how to make his 
customers happy. 

“Everything fresh and from scratch is 
the best way to accomplish that,” he said.

Burger & Co. offers both indoor and 
outdoor seating for lunch or dinner. The 
outdoor option is pet friendly. Busy work-
ing customers on short lunch breaks may 
order by phone at 712-336-4161 and find 
out how soon their order will be ready. 
The menu is also featured online at the-
burgerco.com. 

The restaurant is located on Hill Ave-
nue south of  the post office in Spir-
it Lake’s downtown business district. 
Burger & Co. is open from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday.

The new owners look forward to see-
ing familiar faces as well as welcoming 
new customers each day.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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DINING GUIDE

Ranch Packs to
Feed Your Family

or a Crowd!

Dine In • To Go • Delivery
Spirit Lake, IA • 712-336-1419
Valid at

participating
locations

CODE

Some restrictions may apply.Additional $2.00 charge for stuffed crust. Extra cheese is an
additional charge. Prices subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offer or with
Gluten Free Crust. Delivery where available and charges may apply.

LARGE SINGLE TOPPING PIZZA & 
12 PC CRISPY RANCH CHICKEN - $34

“Best Ribs
Around”

Lunch • Dinner
Late Night Breakfast

To-Go Orders
& Catering
Available

Thursdays:
Meat Raffle!

Sponsored by the
Twilight Masonic Lodge
Key Chain • CA$H

Drawing

1001 Okoboji Avenue, Milford, Iowa
712-291-6278

Look for our Daily Specials on Facebook

Breakfast, Lunch, Gourmet Coffees
and Handmade Pastries
Open Monday - Friday

from 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Saturday from 7 a.m. -

Pastas, Entrées, Salads
Sides and Desserts

NEW ITALIAN
CATERING
MENU

THE COFFEE SHOP AND CAFE

Advance ordering necessary
www.coffeeshopmilford.com for full menu

Photo by Tom Gustafson

Okoboji’s FineOkoboji’s Fine
Dining ExperienceDining Experience

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Dinner 5-9:30 p.m.Dinner 5-9:30 p.m.

37 Lake Street,37 Lake Street,
Arnolds Park, IAArnolds Park, IA

Reservations:Reservations:  712-332-7578712-332-7578

NW of Milford on Hwy. 86
712-339-0536

ONE STOP SHOP FOR BEST
GRILLING AND DINING

Wide variety of specialty ice creams
Bakery-fresh bakeshop goods

Open Monday–Friday 8-6

•
•

•

•

•

Boat or Drive In
Phone In

Orders Welcome!

332-6564

Open Daily at
11:00 AM

Home of the Bob Dog!
Taverns • Homemade Rootbeer

BOB’S
IN ARNOLD’S PARK

SERVING THE BEST SINCE 1949

Always Adding To
Our Great Team. Apply Today!

•Malts • Shakes • Floats •

*In Preservation Plaza North of the Amusement Park

NOW
HIRING!
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U OF O RACES

Some morning fog greeted hundreds of competitors during the 45th annual University of 
Okoboji Homecoming Races Saturday morning. The 2022 races are the first to be organized 
by the Iowa Great Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce — U of O officials previously said they 
were excited about the transition and noted the chamber has been heavily involved with 
the event for many years. Saturday’s triathlon got underway at 7 a.m. while the half-mara-
thon, 10K and 5K began at 8 a.m. University of Okoboji officials chose to call off the races 
in 2020 and 2021 due to health concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s 
races drew amore than 700 athletes from 19 states, according to the IGL Chamber. The 
chamber thanked the community and volunteers for making the event a success. A full list 
of results from the races are available at okobojichamber.com, and the 46th annual races 
are scheduled for July 15, 2023. (Photos by Seth Boyes)
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■ CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
West Okoboji Road — Arnolds Park 
Pastor: Chris St. Clair
• Saturday Worship: 6 p.m.
• Sunday Lakeshore Worship — 7:30 a.m. at 
Clair Wilson Park between East and West Lake Okoboji
• Sunday Worship — 9 a.m.
Sunday service livestreamed through church website at 
www.calvarylovesall.com and on Facebook
712-332-2447
Accepting all with the unconditional love of God.

■ IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2300 27th St. — Spirit Lake 
(South of Lakes Regional Healthcare)
Sharing Christ’s Love, Living Our Witness, Inviting Others 
Senior Pastor: David Simonson
• Saturday Worship — 6 p.m.
• Sunday Worship — 9 a.m.
Media Ministry: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Live Stream on www.lcmslakes.org
Sunday 9 a.m. Live Audio on 102.1 FM
712-336-1010 www.lcmslakes.org

■ ST. ALBAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
23rd and Zenith Avenue — Spirit Lake
(one block east of Lakes Regional Healthcare) 
Pastor: Tom Early — Rector
• Sunday in-person Worship and Holy Eucharist — 10 a.m.
Service livestreamed on website at
www.sasl.church/chapel
712-336-1117

■ ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
1305 Okoboji Ave – Milford
Pastor: Brian Hughes
Mass times:
Saturday: 4 p.m.
Sunday: 7, 9 and 11 a.m.
712-338-2274
www.stjosephmilford.org

■ GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 Hill Ave. – Spirit Lake
Pastor: Dr. Martin Lucin
At this time services may be hear/viewed:
4 p.m. Saturday: In-person
10 a.m. Sunday: In-person and live on Facebook
Messages may be heard at our website: 
gracelutheranspiritlake.org
Email: gracelc05@yahoo.com
712-336-2446

■ OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP
Summer Outdoor Worship
1203 Inwan St., Milford, IA
9:30 am Outdoor Worship
10:30-11:45 a.m. Brunch (Brunch is a free will offering)
Every Sunday Memorial Day-Labor Day
712-337-3306 /  www.okoboji.org

■ CROSSWINDS CHURCH (EFCA)
2805 Erie Ave. Spirit Lake
(one block east of Spirit Lake Schools)
Labor Day through Memorial Day –
Worship: 8:15 and 10 a.m. services
712-336-3537
Crosswinds.tv

■ SPIRIT LAKE UNITED METHODIST
1812 Gary Ave. — Spirit Lake 
Pastor: Vicki Fisher
SUNDAY WORSHIP:
• Traditional service — 8:30 a.m.
• Contemporary service — 10:30 a.m.
Both services livestreamed via Facebook at
www.facebook.com/SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch 
Email: offi ce@spiritlakeumc.org
712-336-3115

■ SPIRIT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
2504 Enterprise Ave. - Spirit Lake
Pastor: Eric Holderman
SUNDAY SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sunday school for all ages at 9 .m.
Contemporary Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Nursery available - Handicapped accessible
We welcome you to join us!
712-336-0114
www.spiritlifefellowship.org

■ CAMP OKOBOJI — LCMS
1531 Edgewood Drive — Milford
(Highway 86, turn at Crescent Beach sign)
• Sunday worship — 9 a.m.
Memorial Day through Labor Day weekends
Omelet Brunch served fi rst Sunday of each month starting 
fi rst Sunday in June from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Guest pastor each week.
712-337-3325
Email: camp@campokoboji.org www.campokoboji.org

■ FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH 
805 Okoboji Ave., Highway 71 South — Milford 
Pastor: Jennifer Hesebeck
WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship Celebration — 10:30 a.m. Nursery 
available, handicapped accessible
712-338-4642
www.faithcommunitymilford.com Email: fcc@milfordcomm.
net All are welcome!

■ FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  — WEST OKOBOJI
1525 Three Cross Road — Milford
Senior Pastor: Perry Aalgaard
Associate Pastor: Brian Jack
712-338-4514
• Saturday Indoor Worship 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Outdoor Worship 8:30 a.m.
• Sunday Indoor Worship 9:30 a.m.

Iowa Great Lakes 

Church Directory
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TREASURE VILLAGE REVIEW

T reasure Village Children’s Theatre 
will close the doors permanently at 
the end of  its 50th season of  pro-
viding children and adults bright 

lights, colorful sets and costumes, talented 
actors and stories for all ages.

The Neisess family chose “Rapunzel” for 
their exit show. The musical play was adapted 
by Linnea Lambert with music and lyrics by 
Wendy Gordy and Carter Lambert. The set was 
cleverly designed to provide three locations on 
one stage. The costumes by Deborah Clark we-
re pretty and imaginative as well as functional. 

The cast of  five are all high school stud-
ents, with two of  them leaving for college next 
month. 

Liam Knudtson as Lars the Bunny and 
Aubry Knudston as Flash the Tortoise told us 
a story designed to teach us all lessons about 
theft and respectful treatment of  others. They 
sang and danced to the great amusement of  
the children in the audience.

Maddison Lambert handled the role of  
Marcella the Witch perfectly. She sang and 
acted extremely well and definitely earned 
the disgust of  the nearly-sold out audience 
on opening day.

We all really enjoyed Franz/Prince Freder-
ick as portrayed by Carter Lambert. He used 
facial and body expression skillfully and sang 
extremely well. Anna Petersen drew the duo 
roles of  Elsie/Rapunzel and handled herself  
amazingly well in this, her first appearance on 
the Treasure Village stage. Her singing was be-
autiful, and her acting skills were well-honed. 
I am sure it is hard for a high school senior-
to-be to portray a very pregnant woman and 
then transition into an imprisoned 18-year-old 
who has never seen daylight. Bravo to Petersen.

The choreography was clever. The cast clear-
ly had the youngsters of  the audience involved. 
The kids tried more than once to tell the actors 
that stealing is wrong. We also enthusiastically 
clapped along in beat to one of  the numbers.

The sound problems of  the first perfor-
mance I am sure were quickly remedied by 
the time the next performance hit the stage.

Rapunzel will be performed at 10 a.m. this 
Friday and Saturday as well as July 27-30. 

They will continue to operate the Treasure 
Village mini-golf  course and flea markets, for 
which they are well-known, for years to come. 

Thank you Neisess family for 50 seasons 
of  theater memories!

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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ROCKIN' RETRO

I f  you have been a reader of  “Rockin’ Ret-
ro” these past 22 years that I have been 
writing this column for the Okobojian, you 
know of  my love of  ‘60s surf  and hot rod 

music. In fact, I have written two books on surf  
music of  the ‘60s.

You can imagine my surprise when I learned who 
the Iowa Rock ’n Roll Music Association was bring-
ing to the Roof  Garden Ballroom — Jan and Dean’s 
Beach Party featuring Dean Torrence with the Surf  
City All Stars and opening act the Surf  Zombies.

First, let me go back to July 18, 1964. Surf  music 
was all the rage across the U.S., the British Invasion 
had not really started to any great extent and, along 
with the Beach Boys, the hottest name in surf  and 
hot rod music would be appearing at Okoboji’s famed 
Roof  Garden Ballroom. I know the Roof ’s owner 
Darlowe Oleson had to be elated with the ticket sales 
for this show. At that time, getting an act as huge at 
Jan and Dan was no easy task. We now know they 
only did one tour through the Midwast from these 
classic surf  years, and one stop was at “The Lake.”

The guys got their start together in 1961. They 
had done other recordings together as well as sep-
arately prior to ‘61, but it was then that they joined 
music forces and set out on a legendary career.

They signed a record contract with Challenge 
Records that was owned by cowboy artist Gene 
Autry. Their first hit together was “Heart & Soul/
Those Words” (Challenge 9111). Soon after that 
release, they were signed by one of  the big ones, 
Liberty Records. At Liberty, they would make music 
magic with hits like “A Sunday Kind Of  Love/Poor 
Little Puppet. (Liberty 55397) “Linda/When I Learn 
How To Cry” (Liberty 55531).

Their next release set them up as surf  music greats: 
“Surf  City/She’s My Summer Girl” (Liberty 55580) 
No. 1 in the nation; “Honolulu Lulu/Someday” 
(55613) No. 11 in the nation; “Drag City/Schlock 
Rock” (Liberty 55641) No. 10 in the nation; “Dead-
man’s Curve/New Girl In School” (Liberty 55672) 

No. 8 in the nation; “The Little Old Lady From Pas-
adena” (Liberty 55704) No. 3 in the nation; “Ride 
the Wild Surf ” (Liberty 55724) No. 16 in the nation 
and title for the movie with the same name; “Side-
walk Surfin’/When It’s Over” (Liberty 55727) No. 
25 in the nation and  “I Found A Girl/It’s a Shame” 
(Liberty 55833) No. 30 in the nation.

You get the idea — these two young surfers and 
singers owned the charts. This list could go on for 
another page. When I finished with this list, I just 
shook my head and said the word “amazing.”

They would go on to record for such prestigious 
labels as Dore, Challenge, Liberty Warner Broth-
ers, Arwin, London, Columbia and White Whale.

Things changed for them when Jan Berry was 
severely hurt in a car accident on April 12, 1966. 
He would mend but had a hard time with mobili-
ty and singing after he recovered from brain trau-
ma and partial paralysis.

In February of  1978, CBS TV aired a made-for-
TV movie titled “Deadman’s Curve — The Sto-
ry of  Jan & Dean.” It featured Richard Hatch (Jan) 
and Bruce Davison (Dean). The duo continued per-
forming through the ‘90s. On March 26, 2004, Jan 
Berry sadly passed away.

Today Dean Torrence does select dates with Cali-
fornia’s Surf  City All Stars. The All Stars consist of  
some of  the finest musicians in the Golden State. 
Each member of  the group has spent a minimum 
of  five years in the Beach Boys band. They had a 
book written about them — “When We Get To Surf  
City” by Chicago Tribune columnist, Bob Greene.

They will be on stage in the Roof  Garden on July 
29 along with one of  Mid-America’s most popular 
young surf  instrumental groups, the Surf  Zombies 
from Cedar Rapids.

A shout out to Okoboji GM-Toyota, Kona Bear 
and Armor Construction for helping bring this show 
to Okoboji! Even my wife Avis and I became spon-
sors for the show. I’m getting my board all waxed 
up. You’ll want to be a part of  Okoboji’s biggest 
beach party of  the summer; get your tickets now!

SURF’S UP DUDE!
SEE YOU NEXT WEEK

Tom Tourville
Okobojian Contributor
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MEMORY LANE

M y family has always had access 
to ice in our house. My early 
recollection was the big old 
wooden ice box in the kitch-

en. One side was an area where the ice blocks 
were placed, and the other side had shelves to 
put food. During warm weather, the ice truck 
would park in front of  our house and a super-
vised iceman would bring in a block of  ice. 
He had some tongs to transport the ice into 
the house, and I recall that mother supervised 
the operation so he didn’t dirty up the floor 
or kitchen. He would put the block of  ice in 
the icebox, close the door and depart. If  we 
saw him coming down the streetm we would 
go out to the street and watch him get the ice 
block ready to come in. Mother had a sign in 
the porch window with the sizes on the out-
er edge indicating how many pounds of  ice.

The iceman would snag off  some ice in his 
truck, grab it with the tongs, hang it on scales 
and if  too much ice, chip some off  with an 
ice pick. On the days we were there to see the 
operation of  the chippingm he would let us 
grab some ice chips to lick. Wow! It was the 
highlight of  our day to get some chipped ice.

Ice will melt fast, and my folks had a pan 
under the icebox to gather the water, but dad 
took an old garden hose, drilled a hole in the 
floor and inserted the hose to the ice box and 
the other end of  the hose to a drain in the 
basement, bypassing the pan under the ice box 
because it was difficult to monitor the amount 
of  water in the pan. It did get full and flow on 
the kitchen floor. The icebox kept the food 
cool, and that was about all but, when the tem-
perature became chilly and freezing, mother 
would put the food, meat, etc. out in either 
the back unheated porch or front unheated 
porch. They continued that procedure until 
they purchased a refrigerator.

My grandfather Ed LaFoy worked harvest-
ing ice for Bob Crosby, who had an ice house 
in the east part of  Milford. I accompanied 
my dad several times in the summer to the 
ice house to obtain ice to make ice cream. Mr. 
Crosby would come out of  his house, ask dad 
how much he needed, snag a block of  ice with 

some ice tongs, wash off  the sawdust with 
water from a garden hose and weigh the cake. 
Dad paid him, and we put the ice in the car and 
went home. Dad took the ice to the basement, 
and we got out the ice cream maker. It was a 
wooden container that had a metal vessel with 
a lid. In the ice cream vessel was a paddle that 
had an attachment on the top connected to a 
crank. The ice cream mix was placed in the 
vessel and ready to be turned after dad packed 

ice around it. He also sprinkled salt then start-
ed to crank, and crank and crank. It seemed 
like a long time before he told us it was done. 
That is what my sister and I had been waiting 
for; to pull out the paddle that we could lick. It 
was a great treat. My Uncle Nicol aways make 
sherbet ice cream for picnics.

The first item my wife and I bought for our 
home was a refrigerator. We lived in a one 
room apartment on Olive Street, one block fr-

om the Iowa State Teachers College at Cedar 
Falls. Our kitchen was a converted closet, and 
we shared the bathroom with two other cou-
ples. We had no way to keep our food, so went 
over to Waterloo and bought one. It worked 
just fine, and it finally ended up in our cot-
tage at Terrace Park.

In World War ll, I was stationed in China-
Burma-India. The British had been in India 
for 200 years and loved to cool their drinks 
with ice. They constructed many ice plants, 
so ice was no problem. We also chipped in 
and bought some old fashioned ice cream 
machines just like dad had a home. The army 
supplied the ice cream mix and ice to crank 
up ice cream. I was attached to several differ-
ent outfits but all made ice cream. We were 
not so homesick with ice cream.

China was a different situation. It was ru-
mored that there was one ice plant in Chun-
gking, but only for the elite. Can you imagine 
Americans going without ice cream? Some 
fellows had been in China since 1940. I recall 
them asking us how the states were, but many 
of  us had been overseas a year or more. Regard-
less, we all missed being home, and the finer 
things like ice cream and chilled beer; neither 
was available in China. We also didn’t receive 
cigarettes, which was probably a gift in disguise 
we learned later.

Our trucking company didn’t have Radar, the 
fictional “MASH” company clerk, but almost, 
and he managed to get a C-47 pilot to fly us 
some ice from India. Wow! The C-47 pilot 
managed to fly over the “Hump,” land in Kun-
ming and then to fly to Liangshan, our base. 
The ice was delivered to our office along with 
ice cream mix, and the fellows began to crank, 
put on ice and make ice cream. Word was sent 
out, and we all lined up with our canteen cup 
and spoon. We were really getting some ice 
cream just like home. I’m sure all 100 of  us had 
visions in our minds like getting a pint and eat-
ing it all by ourselves or maybe a malted milk. 
The line moved along and finally it was my turn 
to get some ice cream. An army canteen cup 
holds a lot of  coffee or water, and the fellows 
put two dippers of  ice cream in my cup. Peer-
ing into the cup, it didn’t look like much but 
it was one of  the highlights of  my time spent 
overseas. We had ice cream!

The war was over, and I finally got on a ship 
to come home. We disembarked in New York 
then to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. After get-
ting settled in, we headed for the PX, and you 
can guess what my purchase was!

R. Aubrey La Foy
Okobojian Contributor
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A N N UA L  SHOPPiNG 
EXTRAVAGANZA!

S P E N C E R 
M A I N  ST R E E T ’ S

DON’T MiSS

SHOP EARLY!
YOU DO NOT WANT TO MiSS OUT 

ON ALL THE GREAT DEALS! 

M A I N  ST R E E T  1 0 1  W. 5 T H   •  S P E N C E R ,  I O WA N A N C Y @ S P E N C E R M A I N S T R E E T . C O M
712-262-7246 W W W . S P E N C E R M A I N S T R E E T . C O M

THURSDAY, JULY 28 - SATURDAY, JULY 30

ON A

W W W S P E N C E

SS

SHOPPiNG BEGiNS 
AT 7:00AM THURSDAY!
SPENCER MAiN STREET ALSO 

HAS 2 SIDEWALK CAFES & 
7 RESTAURANTS FOR YOUR 

PLEASURE AS YOU SHOP

Hours: 7 am - 6 pm
Hwy 86 NW of Milford, Former O’Shuck’s Location

Gas Pumps - Convenience Store - Boutique

OPEN DAILY
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