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Motorcycles •ATVs • Quads • Side-by-Sides
CALL FOR YOUR CALL FOR YOUR 
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TODAY!TODAY!
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We do Custom Builds We do Custom Builds 
& Turbo Kits for all your & Turbo Kits for all your 
Power Sports needsPower Sports needs

Stop in Stop in 
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Authorized 
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AN ATV, UTV HAVE AN ATV, UTV 
TORCYCLE THAT OR MOTORCYCLE THAT 
 SNEEDS SERVICED?

Watch our building progress at
1665 Hwy 71 South • Spirit Lake

Currently located at Ducky’s Marine
25161 Hwy 71 • Spirit Lake

We Buy All Brands!

JOIN US FOR THE RIDE OF YOUR LIFE!

EARN $19.00 PER HOUR + BONUSES!
$3,500 IN RELOCATION ASSISTANCE 
$2,500 RETENTION BONUS
($500 PAID AFTER 90 DAYS, $1,000 PAID AFTER 6 MONTHS, 
$1,000 PAID AFTER 12 MONTHS)

$1,500 REFERRAL BONUS
($500 PAID AFTER 90 DAYS, $1,000 PAID AFTER 6 MONTHS)

CALL OR APPLY ONLINE:
331-808-2010 | WWW.INDIANMOTORCYCLEJOBS.COM

EOE | DRUG-FREE EMPLOYER
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WALLEYE WEEKEND

I t wasn’t too long ago that those hop-
ing to hook a fish in the Iowa Great 
Lakes had to come prepared with an 
ice auger but, with some early summer-

like temperatures this season, the surface of  the 
local lakes has rapidly thawed ahead of  the 41st 
annual Walleye Weekend fishing tournament. 

Each year, 10 specially tagged walleye are 
released into the local chain of  lakes to mingle 
with all the panfish, bass and other prospec-
tive catches. Anglers entered in the upcoming 
tournament could win up to $41,000 if  they 
catch one of  the tagged walleye and confirm 
its serial number at a participating business. 
The tournament officially begins at 12:01 a.m. 
Saturday, May 6 and ends at noon Sunday, May 
7 — participants can pay a little extra to enter 
the extended contest and be eligible for a per-
centage of  the contest fees if  they happen to 

catch a tagged walleye before Sept. 1. The 
weekend tournament also includes numer-
ous prizes for the heaviest stringers of  wall-
eye, pike, panfish and bullhead.

Officials with the Iowa Great Lakes Area 
Chamber of  Commerce said they’re excited 
to see how many people the yearly competi-
tion will draw this year. Kiley Zankowski, the 
chambers’ director of  marketing and events, 
said registration is looking good again this 
year, noting there’s always an uptick as soon 
at the ice goes out of  the lakes.

“We’ve had an average of  over 2,000 anglers 
participate in this event for quite a few years 
now — from about 15 different states — so 
it’s really fun to see new people coming from 
all across the country that maybe have never 
seen our area before,” Zankowski said. “Of  
course, it helps our local economy, because 
they’re eating here, they’re staying here, they’re 
gassing up their boats and their cars, they’re 
buying bait and tackle and really affecting so 

many different businesses in our community.”
Though things will be a little different sho-

reside this year while the repaving of  High-
way 71 continues, the chamber expects the
construction won’t dampen anglers’ enthusi-
asm during Walleye Weekend. Zankowski said
traffic might be a bit slower and competitors
may want to weigh their catches earlier, but
they shouldn’t have much trouble getting on
the water amid the construction work.

“We are pretty lucky that most of  the boat
ramps aren’t affected, so there’s a ton of  access
onto the lakes for people to use,” Zankowski
said. “They can avoid the boat ramps right on
71 and still be able to get right onto the lake.
And with the ice going out, we’re hopeful that
we’re going to be able to get quite a few docks
in at those public access points where people
will be able to fish on shore as well.”

WHERE TO LOOK:
The 10 tagged walleye will be released by the 
Department of Natural Resources in locations 
on Big Spirit Lake, East Lake Okoboji and West 
Lake Okoboji, but chamber officials said they 
can also be caught in Little Spirit Lake, Upper 
Gar Lake, Lower Gar Lake or Minnewashta. Only 
fish caught in the contest area will be accepted 
and eligible for prizes at weigh-in stations.

WHERE TO WEIGH:
Official weigh-in stations for the 2023       
Walleye Weekend tournament include: 

• Kabele’s Trading Post — 
504 Hill Ave. in Spirit Lake 
• Oak Hill Outdoor/The Hook Up — 
2188 Highway 86 in Milford
• Stan’s Bait & Tackle — 
2306 Okoboji Ave. in Milford

All fish must be alive and caught during 
tournament hours to qualify. All weigh stations 
have computerized digital scales certified by 
the state of Iowa. Individuals may weigh fish 
once per day but are limited to one winning 
weigh-in per heaviest fish category.

Seth Boyes
News Editor

■ Walleye Weekend
continued on 4
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WALLEYE WEEKEND

The highway construction is part of  a major 
undertaking by the Iowa Department of  Trans-
portation to repave portions of  the area’s main 
thoroughfare, where regular patching has been 
needed for more than a decade. The contrac-
tors have agreed to maintain access to local 
businesses — restaurants, marinas, retail shops 
— during construction. DOT officials said 
during a mid-March presentation in Arnolds 
Park that patrons may need to use side streets 
or other routes at times to get to a particular 
business, and contractors are expected to work 
with local business owners as work continues.

Zankowski said the chamber encourages vis-
iting anglers and year-round residents alike to 
be patient as they make their way to their favor-

ite Lakes Area businesses during the project. 
“Really, there’s maybe only one more stop light 

than you’re normally used to,” she said. “The 
road may be a little narrow, but it’s going to be 
worth it in the end, and those businesses have a 
lot of  great stuff  to offer, so don’t forget them.”

BIGGEST WALLEYE TOURNAMENT 
RETURNS IN 2023

It’s been a handful of  years since Wall-
eye Weekend’s lineup of  events included the 
Biggest Walleye Tournament, but Zankows-
ki said the chamber is excited to add the pop-
ular contest to its tackle box once again dur-
ing the 41st annual competition. 

“It is run through an app because it’s a no-kill 
tournament, so we want to make sure we keep 
the fish within the slots safe and are returning 
as many fish to our lakes as we can,” she said. 

Anglers will need a smart phone to partici-
pate through the FishDonkey app, and they’ll 
also need to register for the Biggest Walleye 
Tournament separately. The top three com-
petitors will receive a percentage of  the entry 
fees — 25 percent for first place, 15 percent 
for second and 10 percent for third — in addi-
tion to bragging rights. 

“It’s going to be a ton fun,” Zankowski said. 
“It’s a great way to see some of  the catches 
people are getting.”

WALLEYE WEEKEND GRANT PROGRAM 
ENTERING SECOND YEAR

The 2023 tournament will also mark the 
second year Walleye Weekend funds will go 
toward grants for local projects related to 
either fishing or water quality. The grant pro-
gram debuted as part of  the tournament’s 40th 

year, and chamber officials doled out almost 
$24,000 to six organizations — helping local 
groups do anything from install fishing rod 
holders on municipal docks and a fish-clean-
ing station near a public boat ramp to water 
monitoring at Iowa Lakeside Laboratories and 
the treatment of  invasive curlyleaf  pondweed. 

“The grant program really helps us know 
where those funds are going and ensure they go 
to things that directly affect angling and water 
quality in our area,” Zankowski said. “We’re real-
ly glad we get to keep all that money locally and 
have a giant portion of  the proceeds go to dif-
ferent area projects. We’ve seen a lot of  those 
projects come to fruition, and we’re excited to 
see what grant applications we get this year.”

Grant applications are available through 
the Iowa Great Lakes Area Chamber’s web-
site and are due May 5.

■ Walleye Weekend
continued from 3
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LAKE PARK, IOWA LAKE PARK, IOWA  | |  712-832-9563  712-832-9563
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1983FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1983

MARKET STREET  TIRE  CO..

Let’s Go Wolves!Let’s Go Wolves!

Services
• Full Service/Repair

• Battery Inspect/Replace
• New Sales 
• Detailing

• Electronics Installation
• Consignment 

• Winterization/Storage
• Live bait and tackle

712-432-8140

•

7Lake Park, IA 

B• 

Northern Iowa Die Casting
702 East Railroad St. |  Lake Park, IA 51347

THE BIGGEST WALLEYE TOURNAMENT RETURNS!
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THE BIB GGEST WALLEYEYE TOURNAMENT RETURNS!UGGGG TOYYEYE !

Get Excited!

319-444-6834

20% OFF
1 2 6  M a r k e t  S t .  •  L a k e  P a r k ,  I A 

hometownflorallakepark.com

wi th  th is  couponOFF ONE ITEM

r k e t S t • L

FISHING REPORT

northwest iowa
EAST OKOBOJI LAKE 
The lake is open. No courtesy docks 
are in place. Black Crappie — Good: Try 
small jigs tipped with a minnow or tube 
jig and bobber. Bluegill — Good: Use tube 
jigs, plastics or other small jigs. Northern 
Pike — Good: Tip-ups are working well. 
Yellow Perch — Fair: Minnows are working 
well; some sorting may be needed.

INGHAM LAKE
 The lake is ice-free. Walleye — Fair.  

LOST ISLAND LAKE
Black Crappie — Good. Walleye — Good.  

MINNEWASHTA LAKE 
Black Crappie — Fair. Bluegill — Fair. 

SILVER LAKE (DICKINSON) 
Walleye — Fair. 

SPIRIT LAKE 
A large portion of the lake is still covered 
with a thin layer of brash ice. Black 
Crappie - Good. Yellow Perch — Good: 
Use small jigs tipped with a minnow. 
Sorting may be needed.

WEST OKOBOJI LAKE 
Most of the lake is still covered with a 
thin layer of brash ice. Black Crappie — 
Fair: Try small jigs tipped with a minnow. 
Bluegill — Fair: Use tube jigs, plastics or 
other small jigs. Yellow Perch — Fair: Try 
small jigs tipped with a minnow. Sorting 
may be needed.

This fishing report is 
compiled from infor-
mation gathered from 
local bait shops, angler 
creel surveys and county 
and state parks staff. The 
report below is from Th-
ursday, April 13, the lat-
est report available ahead 
of  print deadlines. For 
current conditions, call 
the Spirit Lake District 
Office at 712-336-1840. 
All lakes are open or st-
arting to open up. Most 
courtesy docks are not 
yet in place. The walleye 
season on the Iowa Gr-
eat Lakes opens May 6.
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ROCK THE ROOF

STOP IN DURING 
WALLEYE WEEKEND 

FOR IN-STORE 
SPECIALS!

Gas Pumps - Convenience Store - Boutique

WALLEYE WEEKEND HOURS: Fri 5th –Sat 6th 6am-midnight, Sun 7th 6am-6pm

712-338-23842098 Hwy 86 | NW of Milford |

STOCK UP 
DURING 
OUR BIG 
TACKLE 
SALE!

7thth 6am 6pmpmm 66

W

BEER 
CAVE, SHOOTERS & MORE!

COUPON

10% OFF 
PROPANE

WITH COUPON

WE’RE ON THE GOOD 

SIDE OF THE DETOUR!

Normal Hours: Mon-Sun 7am - 6pm 

1208 4TH AVE. SW.
SPENCER, IA

712-262-2455

912 LAKE ST.
SPIRIT LAKE, IA

712-336-2363

HOME OF... SHARPER PRICES 
GUARANTEED BEST VALUES

WWW.SHOPNIELSENS.COM

CLEARANCE

Although we proofread every ad, we aren’t responsible for typographical errors. Product il lustrations may not be exact color shown, may not be on hand.

Save $200

Serta Display 
Mattresses & 

motion frames
Serving NW Iowa since 1923

T he Iowa Rock ‘n Roll Music Associ-
ation recently announced the 20th 
Anniversary season of  Rock the 
Roof. The Iowa Great Lakes tra-

dition features a full slate of  12 concert/danc-
es this summer at the Roof  Garden Ballroom 
in Arnolds Park.

“What an exciting anniversary to celebrate, 
the 20th season of  music and dancing at Rock 
the Roof,” said Executive Director Clay Nor-
ris. “Our partners at Arnolds Park asked us if  
we could please move Rock the Roof  primar-
ily to Wednesday nights to give them flexibil-
ity on Thursdays, and we were glad to coop-
erate. Our staff  worked hard to put together 
a great slate of  shows covering 12 of  the 15 
possible weeks this summer, continuing the 
wonderful tradition that was started in 2004.”

The 2023 series kicks off  with the popu-
lar group Starfire on May 31. Crowd favorite 

Richie Lee and the Fabulous ‘50s will be on
Thursday night, June 15.

General admission per show is $15. Mem-
bers of  the Iowa Rock ‘n Roll Music Associa-
tion pay $12. Season passes are on sale now for
$120, which equates to 12 shows at $10 each.
The passes are available for purchase at the Iowa
Rock ‘n Roll Music Hall of  Fame and Museum
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

ROCK THE ROOF SCHEDULE
May 31: Starfire
June 7: Denny & The DC Drifters
June 15: Richie Lee & The Fabulous ‘50s
June 28: The Expressions
July 5: Lake Patrol
July 12: Mogen’s Heroes
July 26: Sean Benz & The Misfits
Aug. 2: Surfin’ Safari
Aug. 9: Galaxy
Aug. 16: Rock a la Carte
Aug. 23: Elvis night with Denny Charnecki
Aug. 31: Mr. V — ‘50s & ‘60s All Stars Band
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OKOBOTREE GRANT

228 North Hwy. 71, Arnolds Park • 712-332-6062

Your Only Lakes Renewable Fuel Stop!
OPEN DAILY

at 6 AMUnleaded • Super Unleaded • Premium • Diesel • E-15 • E-30 • E-50 • E-85

FOOD • BEER • WINE
LIQUOR • ICE • FIREWOOD

YOUR CONVENIENCE STORE FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED - QUICK!

ALL FUELS AVAILALBEALL FUELS AVAILALBE
We Have 
Premium

Fuel!

Let us help you Fuel 
Your Walleye weekend 
Let us help you Fuel 

Your Walleye weekend 
ALWAYS EASY ALWAYS EASY 

IN & OUT - IN & OUT - 
EVEN DURING EVEN DURING 

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

iN THE 2023 SUMMER OKOBOJiAN
The Okobojian will publish 15 

consecutive weeks starting in May

okobojian

ADVERT iS iNG •  PROMOTiONAL PRODUCTS   •  PR iNT iNG

Contact Mitch Today!  

308.750.2824
Or call your Dickinson County News / 

Spencer Reporter Marketing 
Representative at

712.262.6610 or 712.336.1211

ADVERT ISE  YOUR

EVENT • ORGANiZATiON
ACTiViTY • BUSiNESS

L akes Area residents eagerly watch 
Smiths Bay on West Lake Okobo-
ji as the temperatures climb each 
year, in hopes of  seeing the Iowa 

Great Lakes Rotary Car fall through the ice. 
The Iowa Great Lakes Rotary Club places the 

vehicle on the ice each winter as part of  an annu-
al fundraiser — several vehicles have been used 
over the years, each one having been stripped of  
components which would pollute Iowa’s deepest 
natural lake. Rotarians sell off  tickets for each 
minute of  the day — be it a.m. or p.m. — as the 
public guesses when the ice will finally give way 
beneath the car. The local service club places a 
specialized clock inside the car, which is rigged 
to stop the moment it hits the water, and the 
winning ticket holder receives $1,000. 

This year’s car fell through the ice some time 
during the evening of  April 11. Seasonably high 
temperatures this year prompted ice on the lake 
to retreat relatively quickly. Organizers planned 
to pull the car from the bottom of  the bay Fri-
day afternoon — weather pending. Rotarians 
had yet to officially declare a winner as of  staff ’s 
deadline for this edition of  the Okobojian.

The Iowa Great 
Lakes Rotary 
Club places a car 
on the frozen sur-
face of Smiths 
Bay in West Oko-
boji each win-
ter as part of an 
annual fundrais-
er. The public 
purchases tick-
ets, guessing 
which minute of 
the day the hol-
lowed out vehicle 
will fall through 
the thinning ice 
as spring sets 
in. The car fell 
through the ice 
the evening of 
April 11 this 
year — just 
hours after 
the Dickinson 
County News’ 
staff snapped 
this photo.
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HIGHWAY 71

T he commute has been a little dif-
ferent for many Lakes Area motor-
ists since March, when the Iowa 
Department of  Transportation 

began work repaving Highway 71.
Traffic expecting to head south through 

Dickinson County will largely be routed along 
Highway 86 — on the western side of  West 
Lake Okoboji. The detour will not be an issue 
come June — contractors are expected to 
pause their work on May 25 to avoid clash-
ing with the area’s busy summer economy, and 
they will begin work again in early September.

DOT officials previously explained that the 
concrete used in paving Highway 71 some 20 
years ago required regular patching just eight 
years after it was poured. Iowa DOT planner 
Dakin Schultz previously said that there may 
have been a chemical issue with the concrete.

Crews began some preliminary work on the 
highway in mid-March. Bright orange traffic 
cones and roadside signs informed motor-
ists to be on the lookout as contractors start-
ed cutting the highway’s pavement. The saws 
were seen slowing making their way down the 
center of  the causeway bridge between Oko-
boji and Arnolds Park on March 15. 

Schultz indicated the contractors plan to 
repave the northbound lane of  the highway 
— including the bridge — between Ackley 
Street in Arnolds Park and Gordon Drive/
Lake Shore Drive in Okoboji. The bridge — 
which is the sole crossing point between the 
two cities — is expected to be closed for four 
weeks this fall. Emergency vehicles will still 
be able to cross the bridge during that time, 
and Dakin previously indicated that contrac-
tors felt it best to have one lane prepared for 
emergency crews ahead of  the fall season. 

Many local businesses are located along the 
repaving project’s route and rely on the high-
way to carry patron to their doorstep each sum-
mer. Schultz told locals during a March 7 pre-
sentation that access to area businesses along 
the highway must be maintained throughout 
the project under the terms of  the contract.

“Access to business doesn’t necessarily look 
like it does today during construction,” Schul-
tz said. “It may have to be from a side street 
during part of  that phase. The contractor is 
going to work with the business owner to 
provide access.”

The project’s overall schedule runs into 2024 
— alternating between spring and fall with some 
routine maintenance in between — and it could 
spill over into the spring of  2025, Schultz said. 

Seth Boyes
News Editor

The current phase of the 
project is scheduled to end 

May 25, with the project 
slated to finish in the fall 
of 2024 — any remaining 
work may spill into 2025. 

(Photos by Seth Boyes)
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

and Daniel House
Discovery House

1411 H I L L  AV E N U E  |  S P I R I T  L A K E ,  I A 
712-336-5340

“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

MISSION STATEMENT
Discovery House provides a safe, supportive, Christian 
environment for homeless adults and those recovering 
from addictions. Residents receive counseling and the 
tools to begin to build a new foundation for a better life.

oorrrddd...
JOSHUA 24:15

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1005 Hill Avenue — Spirit Lake
Pastor: Brian Hughes
712-336-1742
www.stmarysspiritlake.org

LIGHT OF THE LAKES FRIENDS CHURCH 
Highway 71 & Broadway — Arnolds Park
712-332-2255
www.lightofthelakesfriends.org

ST. ALBAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
23rd and Zenith Avenue — Spirit Lake 
East of Lakes Regional Healthcare
712-336-1117
www.stalbansepiscopalchurch.org

SPIRIT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE 
2504 Enterprise Ave. — Spirit Lake
Pastor: Eric Holdeman
712-336-0114
www.spiritlifefellowship.org

HARRIS & LAKE PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
HARRIS — 208 N. Main 
LAKE PARK — 1471 135th. Ave.
Pastor: Sedar Shako
712-832-3361
Email: hlpumc@evertek.net

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH
805 Okoboji Avenue, Highway 71 
South — Milford
Pastor: Jennifer Hesebeck
712-338-4642  
faithcommunitymilford.com
Email: fcc@milfordcomm.net

EXCELSIOR UNITED METHODIST 
2005 150th Ave. — Milford
Pastor: Jennifer Hesebeck

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
2300 27th St. — Spirit Lake
(South of Lakes Regional Healthcare)
Senior Pastor: David Simonson
712-336-1010

CROSSWINDS CHURCH (EFCA) 
2805 Erie Ace. — Spirit Lake
(One block east of Spirit Lake Schools)
712-336-3537
Crosswinds.tv

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH — WEST OKOBOJI
1525 Three Cross Road — Milford
Senior Pastor: Perry Aalgaard
Associate Pastor: Brian Jack
712-338-4514
www.3cross.org

HARBOR OF JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
1204 L Ave. — Milford
Pastor: Tim Voth 
712-338-4031
www.harborjoy.com

HEALING ROOMS OF IOWA GREAT LAKES 
1812 Erie Ave. — Spirit Lake
712-339-9230

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST 
West Okoboji Road — Arnolds Park
Pastor: Chris St. Clair
calvarylovesall.com

SPIRIT LAKE UNITED METHODIST 
1812 Gary Ave. — Spirit Lake
Pastor: Vicki Fisher
Facebook: SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch
www.spiritlakeumc.org
712-336-3115
Email: office@spiritlakeumc.org

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
801 Hill Ave. — Spirit Lake  
Pastor: Dr. Martin Lucin 
gracelutheranspiritlake.org
712-336-2446
Email: gracelc05@yahoo.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1305 Okoboji Ave. — Milford
Pastor: Brian Hughes
712-338-2274
www.stjosephmilford.org

DOWNTOWN CHURCH 
2105 N. Ave. — Milford
Pastor: Greg Jorgensen
www.downtownchurch.info
Email: downtownchurchlakes@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/downtownchurchlakes

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3501 Hill Ave. — Spirit Lake
Pastors: Clint Loveall and Michael Gewecke
Email: office@fpcspiritlake.org
www.fpcspiritlake.org
712-336-1649

NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST CHURCH 
2105 Gary Ave. — Spirit Lake 
Independent Fundamental (KJV)
Pastor: Rob Thiry
712-330-5488

IOWA LAKES UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
Arrowwood Conference Center 
1405 Highway 71 Okoboji
UUOkoboji.com

CHRISTIAN FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER 
1812 Erie Ave. — Spirit Lake
Pastor: Gwen
Associate Pastor: D.J. 
712-339-9230

Iowa Great Lakes 

Church Directory
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S pirit of  Okoboji is excited to 
announce it plans to commis-
sion the sculpting of  at least 
a dozen expired trees in 2023 

through its OkoboTree project — an effort to 
preserve trees by transforming them into visu-
al art pieces. The project kicked off  last year 
with three tree carvings funded in part through 
a Mountain Dew Outdoor grant. Now Oko-
boTree has received an Empower Rural Iowa 
grant to expand the project.

In October, Gov. Kim Reynolds and the Iowa 
Economic Development Authority announced 
a total of  more than $450,000 in grants were 
awarded through six Empower Rural Iowa 
Grant Programs. The grant awards are aimed 
at supporting rural initiatives. In its inaugural 
year, the Rural Enrichment grant is funding 11 
projects across the state, including OkoboTree.

“I signed the Empower Rural Iowa Act in 
2019 to ensure that the rural communities that 
are the heart of  who we are as a state have the 
resources needed to connect, invest and grow,” 
Reynolds said. “Since then, Empower Rural 
Iowa grants have provided support for doz-
ens of  now thriving businesses, communities 
and entrepreneurs in our rural communities.”

Organizers with Spirit of  Okoboji said three 
of  the 12 goal-trees for 2023 have already been 
identified. OkoboTree is now asking the pub-
lic for help identifying additional expired trees 
in the Iowa Great Lakes area which could be a 
part of  this year’s planned carvings. Commu-
nity members who know of  a potential tree or 
would like to have a tree evaluated for the proj-
ect may visit okobotree.org and fill out a form.

The first three trees in the project were com-
pleted last summer and include a tree along the 
trail in Isthmus Park, a tree straight in from the 
stone entrance at Lakeside Lab and a tree locat-
ed just south of  the intersection of  125th Street 
and 253rd Avenue, along a segment of  the Iowa 
Great Lakes Spine Trail, east of  Big Spirit Lake.

For more information, contact OkoboTree 
coordinators Ed Purdy at 712-336-2074 or 
walker1891@hotmail.com, or Kathy Fahy at 
605-359-7177 or krfahy@gmail.com.

Des Moines chain saw artist Gary Keenan 
plied his tools to the trunk of three differ-
ent dead trees in the Lakes Area during the 
summer of 2022. Keenan’s creations were 
the first of the nonprofit Spirit of Okoboji’s 
OkoboTree project, which is aimed at creat-
ing public sculptures from deceased trees 
around the community. (File photos)

OKOBOTREE
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ART DONATION

T he Pearson Lakes Art Center gained 
a few more framed works last 
week, when Mark Plucker donat-
ed a number of  paintings created 

by his late wife Anita.
Danielle Clouse Gast, visual arts director 

at the Pearson Lakes Art Center, said Anita 
Plucker was both an instructor and exhibitor 
in the center’s galleries. She said the art center 
has been putting greater emphasis on includ-
ing works its collection which represent local 
history — through either the subject matter 
or the artists themselves.

“In this case it’s both,” Clouse Gast said.
Anita Plucker passed away Jan. 3, 2022, at 

the age of  71. Sometimes known as Katie, the 
artist was born and raised in Terril, according 
to obituary information, graduating from Ter-
ril Community School and earning a bache-
lor’s degree in art education.

“She put her artistic career on hold as 
she soon married and stayed home with her 
two boys,” the obituary said. “As the boys grew 
older, Katie was able to create more work and 
began to enter area art shows. Her artwork 
continued to evolve and grow popular as she 

went from art show to art show, to having
limited-edition prints published, to displaying
her work in juried exhibitions and galleries.”

Those present at last week’s donation said
Plucker was particularly skilled in depicting
people, water and boats.

Plucker was part of  the Spencer Area Arts
Council, the American Watercolor Society
and at one point served as the director of
education and outreach for Arts on Grand in
Spencer before teaching art at Spencer Middle
School for 15 years. After her time teaching,
Plucker became a full-time artist, according to
her family, and conducted workshops across
the Midwest as well as at her studio in Terril.

Clouse Gast said some of  Plucker’s donat-
ed paintings will be auctioned off  on Saturday,
June 3, during the art center’s annual Celebrate
the Arts fundraiser. However, Plucker’s paint-
ing titled “Wood, Water and Conversation” is
to be a gift and remain part of  the art center’s
collection. The framed water color shows sev-
eral individuals gathered on a dock near a clas-
sic wooden boat — a scene those at last week’s
donation said is familiar to many in the Lakes
Area. Clouse Gast also noted “Wood, Water
and Conversation” will be the second exam-
ple of  Plucker’s work to be brought into the
gallery’s collection.

Seth Boyes
News Editor

Danielle Clouse Gast, visual arts director at the Pearson Lakes Art Center, (left) met with 
Mark Plucker (right) to accept a donation of paintings created by Plucker’s late wife Anita. 
While some of the work is expected to be auctioned, the painting “Wood, Water and Conver-
sation” (pictured) will remain in the art center’s collection. (Photo by Seth Boyes)
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