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“Get Glazed”“Get Glazed”

""Best donuts in Best donuts in 
the Lakes area!the Lakes area!””

Our goal is to inspire a conscious movement 
focused on clean water for the Iowa Great Lakes

&& at the lakes

Lakes Area 
Summer Fun!

A 
Jackson, Minnesota, family with a 
long tradition in the clothing and 
merchandise business, took on a 
new adventure in 2007. The St-
rom family created a unique shop 

in the Central Emporium in Arnolds Park and 
called it Animal House.

“It is the original surf  shop in Iowa,” own-
er and manager Steve Strom said proudly. “It 
may be unusual to have a surf  shop in the Mid-
west, but it fits just right in Okoboji.”

The shop carries fashionable, colorful, fun 
apparel for summer. Shoppers will find every-
thing from sportswear and swimsuits to san-
dals, hats, sunscreen and jewelry.

Last summer, Strom started a new tradition. 
He created a beach cleanup day. 

“We wanted to give back to the communi-
ty and the lakes,” Strom said. 

He was delighted that 50 people showed up 
to participate in their first effort. 

“Hopefully we will double that this year,” 
he said.

This year’s beach cleanup day will take place 
from 10 a.m. to noon June 1. 

“We will begin at the beach by Bob’s Dogs
in Arnolds Park and split the people into
teams to send to various beaches around the
lake,” Strom said.

Animal House has additional sponsorship
for the event from Unsalted No Sharks and
Puravida. Nationally, Unsalted donates 10%
of  its annual profits to clean water initiatives
such as this local beach cleanup effort.

“Purivida has sent us a huge supply of  brace-
lets,” Strom said. “We will give one out to each
participant as thanks for helping us. They can
wear them into our store that day to receive 20%
off  any purchases as well as having a remem-
brance of  their day cleaning beaches.” 

Puravida is expected to send a representative
from their headquarters in California here to
participate that day as well. Organizers will be
conducting lawn games and giving out prizes
to add to the fun experience.

Strom emphasized that no one needs to sign
up in advance —  just show up on June 1 ready
to clean up the lakes.

Animal House is located on the lower level
in the Central Emporium. Their hours are 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week from Memo-
rial Day through Labor Day. The shop is open
shorter hours in mid to late May.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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THIS & THAT

““Rated #1 thing to do in Spirit Lake” -TripAdvisor.com 

www.GoodiesCandies.com 
2321 30th St. Spirit Lake, IA 

(712) 336-1212 
Open 9-9 • 7 Days/Week 

90+ candies 
made in store 
from scratch 

with real, 
high quality 
ingredients. 

“Confection 
Perfection” in 
the lakes area 

since 1985 

K R A F T Y SM E A TM A R K E T. C OM

BEEF
PORK

CHICKEN
SEAFOOD

BEEF STICKS
JERKY

2098 HWY 86 MILFORD, IA
712-339-0536

HOURS M-F: 8AM-6PM  |  SAT: 8AM-4PM  |  SUN: CLOSED

PREMIUM 
SMOKEHOUSE

PRODUCTS

584 Hwy 71, Ste. C • Arnolds Park584 Hwy 71, Ste. C • Arnolds Park

katylynnboutique.com katylynnboutique.com 

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Visit us On:Visit us On:

WE HAVE

S & THATTHTHTHTHTHTHIIIIII
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CAMPUS HOTLINE

228 North Hwy. 71, Arnolds Park • 712-332-6062

Your Only Lakes Renewable Fuel Stop! OPEN DAILY
at 6 AMUnleaded • Super Unleaded • Premium • Diesel • E-15 • E-30 • E-50 • E-85

FOOD • BEER • WINE
LIQUOR • ICE • FIREWOOD

YOUR CONVENIENCE STORE FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED - QUICK!

ALL FUELS AVAILALBEALL FUELS AVAILALBE
We Have 
Premium

Fuel!

ALWAYS EASY ALWAYS EASY 
IN & OUT - IN & OUT - 

EVEN DURING EVEN DURING 
CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

NOW HIRING!
Call or apply 
in the store

Let us help you 
Fuel Your Summer
Let us help you 

Fuel Your Summer

220 Grand Ave., 
Spencer, IA 51301 
(712) 262-2638 (712) 262-2638 

www.careys-electronics.comAudio                Video                Control

CAREY’S

ELECTRONICS

55”55”

65”65”

75”75”

THE KING OF 4K TVS
4K HDTV’S IN STOCK & ON SALE AT CAREYS!

• Google TV with Google 
 Assistant & Airplay 2
• OLED panel gives you 
 richer colors than ever!
•  Dual Subwoofers
• 4K Resolution brings back lost texture & detail  

A
fter a long, some-
times miserable 
winter we here in 
the Iowa Great 
Lakes Region are 

gearing up to have a super 
terrific summer.

First, I would like to give 
a big shout out to the crews 
who worked on Phase 1 of  
the Highway 71 Improve-
ment Project this spring. 
They did a great job of  han-
dling all our traffic needs while working long 
days and weeks so that we would have no inter-
ference during the summer months. It was a 
well-planned and executed project. See you 
back again in the fall for Phase II.

Okoboji Summer Theatre is gearing up 
for another great summer stock season. This 
will be their 65th year, and that is a remarkable 
fete. As you can see by the photo, the semi-
trailer full of  sound and audio equipment, cos-
tume shop and prop shop equipment arrived 
from Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri 
(owners of  OST) the other day. Members of  
the Spirit Lake High School Key Club, Spirit 
Lake High Music Department and Iowa Lakes 
Community College students assisted mem-
bers of  the OST Association with unloading. 

OST will feature four musicals, two com-
edies and a murder mystery this summer — 
seven weeks of  top quality entertainment. 
The first show, “Let It Be,” will feature some 
great Beatles music. Opening night is Tuesday, 
June 27. Each week, the shows run Tuesday 
through Sunday evenings with an additional 
matinee at 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Okoboji Summer Theatre will also pres-
ent two plays for children in the Boji Ban-
tam Theatre on the OST campus in Oko-
boji. I have found these offerings may be for 
children, but we adults have just as much fun 
watching. Check the OST website to find 
out all about these plays. Welcome back to 
Michael and Ruth Ann Burke, their staff, 
students and guest artists. We are looking for-
ward to some great shows.

Summer regulars take note: the weekly Rock 
the Roof  concerts in the Roof  Garden Ball-
room at Arnolds Park have been switched 
from Thursday nights to Wednesdays this 
year. There will be one Thursday night Rock 
the Roof  on June 15 and one to launch Labor 
Day weekend. The weekly dances begin on 
Wednesday, May 31, with the band Starfire 
playing for a special celebration of  the 100th 
birthday of  the Roof  Garden Ballroom. Music 

begins at 6 p.m. Doors open at 5 at p.m.
The Spirit Lake VFW has also changed 

its dance night from Wednesday to Tuesday 
evenings. They take place from 6-8 p.m. each 
week. They made the switch in mid-May.

The Dick Bauman Big Band will play 
from 7-9 p.m. each Monday evening Memorial 
Day through Labor Day in Pomerantz Hall at 
the Pearson Lakes Art Center. This is always 
a fun evening of  music and has been a part 
of  our summers here in the Lakes Region for 
many years now.

The Jazzed Up Big Band of  Okoboji 
plays on Tuesday nights in the Roof  Garden 
from mid-June through mid-August. These jazz 
greats come from South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Minnesota and parts of  Iowa to jam together 
each Tuesday evening. June 6 is the date for their 
first evening of  jazz for the summer of  2023.

A few all-state musicians from the multi-
ple award-winning Okoboji High School Jazz 
Band have gotten together to form a band, 
because they just love to play for an audience. 
They recruited an all-state drummer from 
Washington High School in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, to join them. I applaud Debbie Parks 
at Parks Marina for encouraging them. She has 
them scheduled to play from 4-6:30 p.m. on 
the Friday afternoon of  Memorial Weekend at 
the Barefoot Bar. This will be quite an expe-
rience for these young fellas who call them-
selves the Killer B’s. I am really looking for-
ward to listening to them on May 26. 

As you can see, it is never dull here in the 
Lakes Area. Many of  the wine and dine estab-
lishments around here feature live entertain-
ment all week long. You have no reason to be 
bored this summer. 

Have fun and be safe.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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FISHING REPORT

northwest iowa

T
his fishing report is compiled from 
information gathered from local 
bait shops, angler creel surveys and 
county and state parks staff. The 
report below is from May 11, the 

latest report available ahead of  print dead-
lines. For current conditions, call the Spirit 
Lake District Office at 712-336-1840. Courte-
sy docks are in for the season. Most area water 
levels are a few inches over crest. Most fish 
are still out in deeper water, but should start 
to make their way shallower as water temper-

atures increase. Check out the Iowa Walleye 
Challenge, which runs May 1 through June 30 
and offers prizes for anglers.

EAST LAKE OKOBOJI
The water temperature is in the lower 60s. 

Walleye season is open. Black Crappie — Fair. 
Bluegill — Fair. Walleye — Good. Yellow 
Perch — Fair: sorting will be needed.

INGHAM LAKE 
Walleye — Fair. 

LOST ISLAND LAKE
Water temperatures are in the lower 50s. Bl-

ack Crappie — Good. Walleye — Good. Lake 
Minnewashta. Black Crappie — Fair. Blue-
gill — Fair. 

SILVER LAKE (DICKINSON) 
Courtesy docks are in place. Walleye — Fair. 

SPIRIT LAKE 
The water temperature is in the low 60s. All 

boat ramp docks are in place. The walleye sea-

son is open. Black Bullhead — Good. Black 
Crappie — Fair: many nice-sized fish have been 
seen lately. Bluegill — Good. Walleye — Good: 
leaches and minnows work well. Yellow Perch 
— Fair: use small jigs tipped with a minnow.

WEST LAKE OKOBOJI
Water temperatures are in the upper 50s. All 

docks are in place. The walleye season is open. 
Black Crappie — Fair: try small jigs tipped with 
a minnow. Bluegill — Fair. Walleye — Good: 
leaches and minnows work well. 
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May 25 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
6 p.m. Duo Republic
The Ritz

May 25 — LIVE EVENT
7 p.m. Trivia Night
West O Beer Company

May 26 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
4-6:30 p.m. Killer B’s
7-11 p.m. Hicktown Mafia
Barefoot Bar

May 26 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Rob Evans
9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Farm Rock
The Gardens

May 26 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
6 p.m. Adam & Jacob
The Ritz

May 26 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Karaoke Night
Lower Gar & Paddlefish Bar

May 27 — FLEA MARKET-ANTIQUE SHOW
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Vick’s Corner, Highway 9 & 86
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dickinson County Fairgrounds, 
Spirit Lake
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Treasure Village, Highway 86

May 27 — OUTDOOR EVENT
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market in the park
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

May 27 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Chad Elliott
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

May 27 — LIVE MUSIC
2:30-6:30 p.m. Dueling Pianos
7-11 p.m. Hicktown Mafia
Barefoot Bar

May 27 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Rob Evans
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Farm Rock
The Gardens

May 27 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Larry Myer
Little Swan Lake Winery

May 27 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
6 p.m. Henry Bitzer
The Ritz

May 27 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Karaoke Night

Lower Gar & Paddlefish Bar

May 28 — FLEA MARKET-ANTIQUE SHOW
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Vick’s Corner, Highway 9 & 86
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dickinson County Fairgrounds, 
Spirit Lake
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Treasure Village, Highway 86

May 28 — OUTDOOR EVENT
Tots & Tomatoes
ISU Dickinson County Extension

May 28 — LIVE MUSIC
2:30-6:30 p.m. Dueling Pianos
7-11 p.m. Hicktown Mafia
Barefoot Bar

May 28 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Tommy Edwin
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

May 28 — LIVE MUSIC
4 p.m. Jeff Paul Trio
Little Swan Lake Winery

May 28 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
4 p.m. Henry Bitzer/Tripwire
The Ritz

May 28 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Charlie Leisler
9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Farm Rock
The Gardens

May 28 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Brule
Preservation Plaza
Bring lawn chairs

May 28 — LIVE MUSIC
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Farm Rock 
The Gardens

May 29 — FLEA MARKET-ANTIQUE SHOW
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Vick’s Corner, Highway 9 & 86
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dickinson County Fairgrounds, 
Spirit Lake
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Treasure Village, Highway 86

May 29 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Monday Fun Day 4-Person Best Shot
Emerald Hills Golf Course

May 29 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. John Griggs
Barefoot Bar

May 29 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Funset Sunset with Boji Bill
The Gardens

May 29 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
6 p.m. Tripwire
The Ritz

May 29 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Dick Bauman Big Band
Pearson Lakes Art Center

May 30 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Jeremy DeWall
The Gardens

May 30 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
6-8 p.m. Al Lang
Spirit Lake VFW

May 30 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. BAT
Pearson Lakes Art Center

May 31 — OUTDOOR EVENT
Tots & Tomatoes
ISU Dickinson County Extension

May 31 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Boon and Lambert
The Gardens

May 31 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Starfire
Rock the Roof 
Roof Garden Ballroom

June 1 — OUTDOOR EVENT
Drone Camp
ISU Dickinson County Extension

June 1 — SPECIAL EVENT
10:30 a.m. Kenue Coffee Hour
Dickinson County Nature Center

June 1 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Boon and Lambert
The Gardens

June 1 — LIVE MUSIC
7-9 p.m. Chad Elliott
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

June 1 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sounds Fishy
Little Swan Lake Winery

June 1 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
7-11 p.m. Big Nacho Karaoke
Barefoot Bar

June 1 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
8 p.m. Buckcherry
Captain’s Getaway

ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR
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FLEA MARKETS

T
hose seeking a bargain on some 
vintage items in the Lakes Area will 
have plenty of  options Memorial 
Day weekend.

The community’s main antique 
shows and flea markets will once again be 
welcoming the public to browse the displays 
for that perfect find.

Vick’s Corner World, located near the inter-
section of  Highways 9 and 86 west of  Spir-
it Lake, will be hosting its traditional antique 
show from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. May 27-29. The 
outdoor show is expected to feature up to 100 
dealers from approximately eight states. The 

yearly weekend sale often offers a wide spec-
trum of  items, from vintage household items 
and jewelry to collectables and decorative items.

Treasure Village will also be hosting its flea 
market from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 27-29. The 
family-owned business, located at 2023 High-
way 86, will welcome dozens of  vendors offer-
ing both antiques and interesting finds along 
with several concessions. The entertainment 
venue’s 27-hole miniature golf  course is typ-
ically open during the markets. The course’s 
51st season will tee off  as of  May 26. Howev-
er, Treasure Village’s children’s theatre held its 
final performance last summer, after 50 years. 

The Dickinson County Fairgrounds will 
round out the trio of  weekend sales, offer-
ing the Grand Champion Antique Show and 
Blue Ribbon Flea Market from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. May 27 and 28 and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
May 29. The fairgrounds are located at 1605 
16th Street in Spirit Lake and will be full of  
displays for the discerning eye. Vendors will 
be housed both outdoors and inside some of  
the fairground’s buildings as well as the prop-
erty’s Expo Center. 

All three locations also plan to host their 
respective markets over the Fourth of  July 
weekend as well as Labor Day weekend. 
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MILFOIL

A
pplying an aquatic herbicide dur-
ing an Okoboji summer is one 
thing. Applying it during a Feb-
ruary blizzard is another, but offi-
cials with the Iowa Department 

of  Natural Resources are hoping their work 
over more than seven months has eradicated 
an invasive species which many feared would 
render the local lakes unnavigable — and by 
extension severely stunted the area’s summer-
based economy.

Local officials first detected Eurasian water-
milfoil in the Iowa Great Lakes on Aug. 3 of  
last year. The invasive species can become 
largely impassable by boat if  not addressed, 
and officials with the East Okoboji Lakes 
Improvement Corporation felt the plant had 
to be eliminated in short order to avoid a major 
blow to the local tourism trade.

“We actually detected it in several loca-
tions, and it spread fairly quickly in just about 
a month-and-a-half ’s time — from the sam-
ples in July when it was not detected in those 
locations,” said Mike Hawkins, fisheries biol-
ogist with the Iowa DNR.

Spot treatments were immediately applied to 
approximately 2 acres near the boat ramp on 
Upper Gar Lake within a week of  the milfoil 
being found there, and the invasive species was 
also detected in Lower Gar Lake, Minnewashta 
Lake and parts of  East Lake Okoboji.

Hawkins said Tuesday the Upper Gar boat 
ramp was likely where the spread originated in 
the local lakes, and the situation would have 
been much harder to contain had the milfoil 
spread to West Lake Okoboji and Big Spir-
it Lake — Iowa’s deepest and largest natural 
lakes, respectively. The Iowa DNR was able to 
provide about $150,000 for a specialized herbi-
cide, and local fundraising efforts quickly gath-
ered a matching $150,000 from several area pro-
tection associations as well as the county itself.

Hawkins noted some area municipalities 
reached out soon after to ask if  more fund-
ing was needed.

The herbicide used to kill Eurasian milfoil 
stops the plant’s photosynthesis process with-
out doing the same to native species, accord-
ing to Hawkins. He went on to say the herbi-
cide is deemed so low a risk to humans that 
no protective equipment is required to apply 
it, and a concentration of  between two and 
four parts per billion — which Hawkins com-
pared to a few drops inside a semi tanker of  
water — is enough to do the job.

It just takes time — months in fact.

The first applications took place Sept. 18-20 
and were pumped under the surface of  the 
affected lakes. Hawkins said officials focused on 
about six treatment zones totaling about 2,300 
acres — the largest of  which was the southern 
bay of  East Lake Okoboji. Hawkins said the 
overall project is one of  the largest in the coun-
try aimed at eradicating Eurasian watermilfoil.

He said officials conducted spot checks on 
the local chain of  lakes throughout the win-
ter and applied what he called booster appli-
cations as needed to maintain the necessary 
concentration — at one point drilling through 
an estimated 27 inches of  ice on East Lake 
Okoboji during a February blizzard.

“If  you recall, the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of  
February were the biggest blizzard this place 

has seen in a long time,” said Terry Wilts, 
secretary and treasurer of  the East Okoboji 
Lakes Improvement Corporation. “And who 
was out there on Wednesday the 22nd but 
Mike and Jed, drilling holes in the ice to see 
to it that when the rest of  us get a chance to 
use the lake on a beautiful day like today that 
it’s not full of  pondweed. That’s dedication.”

Hawkins said during an update earlier this 
month that officials had hit all their concen-
tration benchmarks during the course of  the 
treatment. The herbicide has the added benefit 
of  helping control another invasive species — 
curlyleaf  pondweed — which has tangled up 
boat motors and caused headaches at the helm 
for local lake traffic in recent years. Hawkins 
said he doesn’t expect curlyleaf  to be nearly as 

prevalent this year following the milfoil treat-
ment, but he said the species seeds near the 
lakebed and isn’t likely to have been eradicat-
ed as he and others hope the milfoil has been.

Hawkins said the DNR will put what he called 
extensive monitoring measures in place this year 
as well as next, and officials hope to launch an 
educational campaign to better inform area 
boaters of  invasive species. The Iowa DNR has 
for years promoted the slogan “Clean, drain, 
dry” as a reminder to help prevent the uninten-
tional spread of  invasive species via water craft. 

Should the milfoil crop up yet this year, offi-
cials with the East Okoboji Lakes Improve-
ment Corporation said some of  the local fund-
ing was left in reserve for additional treat-
ments if  necessary.

■ Curlyleaf pondweed 
likely curtailed for now

Mike Hawkins, fisheries biologist with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources provided an update Tuesday on the monthslong treat-
ment of Eurasian watermilfoil in the Iowa Great Lakes. (Photo by Seth Boyes)

Seth Boyes
News Editor
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MILFOIL

1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight
Milford • 712-338-2424

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 AM - 5:00 PM • SUNDAY 12 - 3 PM 

EILEEN
FISHER

roxy

www.3sons.com       www.facebook.com/thethreesons

E
F

BIRKENSTOCK
Made in Germany • Tradition seit 1774

®

THE THREE SONS
MEN’S | WOMEN’S | CHILDREN’S | CLOTHING & SHOES

“SINCE THE SUMMER OF 1960”

(Above) The presence of Eurasian milfoil was confirmed in several of the Iowa Great Lakes last 
year, including Lower Gar Lake, Upper Gar Lake (pictured), Minnewashta Lake and parts of East 
Lake Okoboji. DNR officials are hoping the invasive species has been eradicated after herbi-
cide was applied over the fall and winter, and additional monitoring is expected. (File photo)

(Below) DNR officials had to drill through an estimated 27 inches of ice during a February bliz-
zard in order to bring herbicide concentrations in East Lake Okoboji up to levels sufficient to 
eradicate Eurasian watermilfoil. The chemical kills the species, but does not harm native plants 
and requires a concentration of between two and four parts per billion. (Photo submitted)
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

ST ALBAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
23rd and Zenith Avenue – Spirit Lake
East of Lakes Regional Healthcare

HARBOR OF JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

CAMP OKOBOJI –LCMS

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
SPIRIT LAKE UNITED METHODIST

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCHNEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST CHURCH

SPIRIT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLEHARRIS & LAKE PARK

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor: Sedar Shako

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(South of Lakes Regional Healthcare)

OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP 

CROSSWINDS CHURCH (EFCA)

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH – WEST OKOBOJI

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

IOWA GREAT LAKES

and Daniel House
Discovery House

1411 H I L L  AV E N U E  |  S P I R I T  L A K E ,  I A 
712-336-5340

“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

MISSION STATEMENT
Discovery House provides a safe, supportive, Christian 
environment for homeless adults and those recovering 
from addictions. Residents receive counseling and the 
tools to begin to build a new foundation for a better life.

orrdd.
JOSHUA 24:15
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ROCKIN' RETRO

I
t is always exciting when one has that 
famous 15 seconds — or even a pass-
ing brush — with fame. Such was the 
case for many Okoboji teens when the 
Los Angeles, California, based Yellow 

Balloon played our Roof  Garden Ballroom 
on July 13, 1968. The catch with this appear-
ance, was that so many of  the kids did not 
know about their brush with fame. Opening 
for the Yellow Balloon was Omaha/Council 
Bluff ’s Forte Enterprise.

The Yellow Balloon was formed in Los 
Angeles in 1966 by Warner Brothers Records. 
The membership of  the group was handpicked 
to include some of  the best musicians on the 
West Coast. They included Don Braucht — 
bass and vocals; Frosty Green — keyboards 
and lead vocals; Paul Cannella — lead guitar 
and vocals; Luke R. Yoo — drums and lead 
singer and Darryl Dragon, a periodic member 
who played and sang just about everything.

They were immediately signed to L.A.’s 
Canterbury Records in 1967, and their first 
release was the self-titled “Yellow Balloon/
Noollab Wooly” (Canterbury Records No. 
508) that went to number No. 20 in the U.S. 
and No. 1 in Canada.

Their next release was the 1968 “Good Feelin’ 
Time/I’ve Got A Feeling For Love” (Canterbury 
No. 513) that just cracked the Top 50 nation-
ally, though it went to No. 1 again in Canada. 

Canterbury followed these two single releas-
es with the group’s only LP, also titled “Yellow 
Balloon” (Canterbury No. 1502). This was a 
top seller for the group in the U.S., Canada 
and the Middle Eastern countries.

The sound that the band produced was 
good-time pop, a sound that was quite pop-
ular with teen girls. It helped that the group’s 
photos were all over the covers of  teen mag-
azines at the time.

A big plus for the group was that you saw 
them on television almost everywhere. They 
appeared on such shows as American Band-
stand, The Pat Boone Show, Upbeat, The 
Woody Woodbury Show, and the Groovy & 
Boss Show in Los Angeles. It did not hurt a 
ballroom, like the Roof  Garden, when they 
were able to bring in a group like the Yellow 
Balloon with so much national exposure.

Between 1967-69, the group garnered a lot 
of  publicity and visibility. Even more signifi-
cant is the fact that they played Okoboji in 1968.

Now, as Paul Harvey would say, “and now 

for the rest of  the story.” For those who are 
reading this column in the Okobojian and 
were at this show, here’s some background 
on your brush with fame.

During this time, the ‘60s the television show 
“My Three Sons” was what the “Big Bang The-
ory” was to today’s family TV sitcoms. The teen 
heartthrob in “My Three Sons” was Robbie 
Douglas, played by Don Grady. Don mandat-
ed with his contract to appear on “My Three 
Sons” that Warner Brothers create a band for 
him to be able to record and tour when he was 
not taping the television show.

Grady’s catch was that because of  his union 
contract, he could not appear in rock music as 
Don Grady, thus the name he created was Luke 
R. Yoo. His cover included wearing a wig and 
sometimes sunglasses at all shows. Even his 
photo on the cover of  the LP was in disguise.

In looking at old travel schedules for the 
group, Grady definitely played drums in the 
show at Okoboji. Now if  there had been a 
story in the local papers that a TV teen heart-
throb was making an appearance at the Roof, 
the police would have had a mob scene on 
their hands. So if  you were at this show, you 

had a close brush with TV and Hollywood 
fame at Okoboji. Can you pick Grady out of  
the photo in this week’s column? You cannot, 
as his face was hidden behind the balloon in 
the center of  the photo.

As for the most famous alumnus from this 
group, remember the name Darryl Drag-
on that I mentioned earlier. He was better 
known as the Captain — half  of  “The Cap-
tain and Tenelle.”

Till Next Week
Remember The Music And Take Care

■ A little bit of 
Hollywood comes 
to Okoboji’s rock 
and roll scene 

Tom Tourville
Okobojian Contributor



14 • OKOBOJIAN  |  MAY 25, 2023

MEMORY LANE

Researching through old newspapers is very 
rewarding for a historian. Many times I will be 
seeking information on a topic and a “gem” of  
an unrelated topic will appear. I was research-
ing boat liveries at the Iowa Great Lakes under 
Babcocks, and this gem appeared in the Oct. 
16, 1924, Spirit Lake Beacon.

“Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Babcock entertained a 
party of  friends at a mallard dinner Friday eve-
ning,” the paper said. “The evening was spent 
in listening to the radio.”

Our early pioneers at the lakes had little 
communication with the outside world until 
telegraphs were installed in Dickinson County 

in the 1870s. The telegraph let the world into 
our closed pioneer society. I researched news-
papers and history books, but it evidently was 
not newsworthy. R.A. Smith did mention in his 
book “History of  Dickinson County” (Page 
522) that the Orleans Hotel, which opened 
in June of  1882, had telegraph connections. 

“The American Express and Western Union 
had offices in the hotel and telephone connec-
tions with the Town of  Spirit Lake,” Smith wrote.

This was years before radio was introduced 
into our Lakes Area, which occurred in the 1920s.

The radio really opened up the world but 
radio stations were rare. I was born in 1925 
and recall a few from the 1930s — WHO, 
WCCO, KRNT, WNAX and Earl May’s radio 
station. In the late afternoon they had kids 

programs — “I Loved a Mystery,” “The Lone 
Ranger,” “Jack Armstrong — The All Ameri-
can Boy,” “Sky King,” “Renflue of  the Cana-
dian Mounted Police” and many other adven-
ture programs. My sister Jean and I sat glued 
to the radio and could picture all the actions. 
Mother even brought supper to us in the 
front room so we wouldn’t miss any. When 
we went to school, we compared notes about 
which was best.

In the 1930s, Nebraska played football in the 
Rose Bowl. We had a large group of  people 
to hear the game broadcast. I don’t remember 
who won, but I couldn’t understand how they 
could play in the dark. Dad tried to explain the 
time zones, but it never was very clear to me 
until I was in the military in 1943 and called 

back to Iowa. Dad and mother were eating 
supper when I made the telephone call. After 
that experience I finally “got” time zones. 

It was even worse while serving in India-
Burma-China in World War II. Letters took 
three weeks to travel from the CBI to the 
U.S. I was in a hospital in the summer of  
1944 in India with an infected right hand and 
was out of  the hospital before letters were 
exchanged informing my parents of  my mis-
fortune. Few of  my fellow soldiers had a radio
and, in India, there were only a few radio sta-
tions. They played Indian music, which was 
not to my taste. We had no radio stations in 
China, only military communications, mean-
ing no radios in our barracks. We missed inter-
national news and our information was nar-
rowed to newspapers mailed from home. The 
editor of  the Milford Mail sent the paper to all 
service people from Milford free. News-wise 
we were very isolated. Even after the drop-
ping of  the atomic bomb, it was three days 
before we heard but not we didn’t learn what 
it was. Learning about the signing of  the end 
of  WWII came two days later. My younger 
self  would envy us today with a smartphones 
and almost immediate communication.

Connie and I graduated from Iowa State 
Teachers College (now University of  North-
ern Iowa) in spring and summer of  1950. That 
fall we moved to Greeley, Colorado, for me to 
attend the University of  Northern Colorado 
seeking a master’s degree in history and Con-
nie taught at Arlington Elementary School. 
The following year (1951) we both taught 
school in Greeley, Colorado. We lived in sev-
eral apartments during our time in Greeley.

TV was just beginning, and I recall the 
first time we viewed a program. In the sum-
mer of  1951, we traveled to California with 
another couple and their son by car. One of  
our overnight stays was at Riverside, Califor-
nia, at a tourist facility. There was a large lob-
by that had a TV playing, so we could hard-
ly wait to see what TV was. I remember the 
program was a wrestling match featuring Gor-
geous George. The TV picture was in black 
and white. After we got back to Greeley that 
fall, several stores were selling TV sets. We 
would go downtown and view the programs 
through the large store windows. 

We had to have one but we had to get per-
mission from our landlord to erect an anten-
na on the roof. All arrangements were made, 
and we could view the programs. We were 
lucky as reception was great from Denver 
TV stations. My parents invited guests to lis-
ten to the radio, and we invited some of  our 
friends to watch TV. On many Saturday eve-
nings, we could hardly wait to view Sid Cae-
sar and Imogene Coca and another hour with 
Jackie Gleason and The Honeymooners. A 
dishpan of  popcorn, Coca-Cola and friends 
made a great and inexpensive evening.

What will our grandchildren do to top those 
radio and TV gatherings? Maybe the men will 
land on the moon and return.

R. Aubrey La Foy
Okobojian Contributor
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Shipping Coordinator – 
starting at $25/hr

Forklift Operators/ Material Handlers – 
Starting at $21 – 27.20/hr

Quality Assurance Manager – 
must have food manufacturing experience.

Level III Maintenance Tech – 
PLC experience required.

Apply online @ olmfoods.com/careers

Quality Ingredients. 
Handcrafted Food.

GREEN FEES:
9 Holes $18
18 Holes $30
CART RENTALS:
9 Holes  $20
18 Holes  $30
ALL DAY GOLF FEE:
Walking  $38
With Cart  $60
(Soft Spikes Required)

1320 4TH AVE., SPENCER, IA • 712-580-7280
W W W . S P E N C E R M U N I G O L F . C O M

Come & enjoy our
18 hole public course

lounge, proshop &
driving range!

• Par 72 course
• 6,809 yards

• Watered fairways
• Six sets of tees

June 3, 2023 thru June 4, 2023 9:00 AM
Carl Spackler

June 24, 2023 9:00 AM
Jasen Petersen Memorial

July 9, 2023 9:15 AM
Two Couple Scramble

July 22, 2023 9:00 AM 
Hunting with Heros (Veterans)

July 28, 2023 
Pork Producers

CHECK OUT THESE 
UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS

FREE
ESTIMATES

We

1014 11th Ave. SW • Spencer

712-580-4400
M-F 8:30am to 6pm

Sat 9am to 5pm • Closed Sunday

• Waterproof
• Kid proof
• Durable

We offer professional 
installation

Largest Showroom 
in NW Iowa



16 • OKOBOJIAN  |  MAY 25, 2023

BOB’S
SERVING THE BEST SINCE 1949

In Preservation Plaza across from the Outdoor Stage

HOME OF THE BOB DOG!HOME OF THE BOB DOG!
Bob Dog • Taverns

Homemade Root Beer
French Fries

Onion Rings • Chicken Strips

(712) 332-6564
Open Daily at 11:00 a.m.

Boat or Drive In 
Phone in Orders Welcome!

232 Park Place • Arnolds Park 51331

We have Cold Treats!
Malts • Shakes • Floats

Bob’s
DRIVE
INN
est. 1949

Okoboji’s Fine
Dining Experience

37 LAKE STREET | ARNOLDS PARK, IA
Reservations: 712-332-7578

DINNER 
MENU 

5 - 10 p.m.

LUNCH MENU 
11:00 a.m. - 

2:00 p.m. 

myburgerandcompany.com

Located at the Tobacco Shop in Arnolds Park 
and Downtown Spirit Lake

myburgerandcompany.com

L

712.336.4161712.336.4161

A whole lotta
scrumptious.
A h l l

2

NOW 
OPEN

B
urger & Company owners 
Jason and Jordan Battern 
have expanded their busi-
ness to include a second 
location this year.

The eatery, located on Hill Avenue 
in downtown Spirit Lake, is famous for 
made-from-scratch sauces and cookie 
dough, fresh produce along with hand-
formed burgers.

They have a wide selection of  sand-
wiches to choose from and a special 
menu for the kiddos.

“We pride ourselves in being a fami-
ly-friendly eating establishment with fun 
things for the children to do while the 
family dines,” Jason said. 

The colorful chalk drawings on the pa-
tio sidewalk are visual evidence of  that.

A tranquil outdoor patio area is avail-
able for those who want to enjoy eating 
under shade trees and is also pet-friendly.

In addition to their famous old-fash-
ioned shakes, the Batterns have added 
slushies to the menu this year. 

A colorful blue and white food trail-
er is their newest venture. 

The Burger & Co. trailer is located 
next to the Tobacco Shop in the town 
of  Arnolds Park; a spot previous occu-
pied by Nektar. 

“We have a slightly pared-down ver-
sion of  our menu at the trailer, but it 
is still the same quality of  food,” Jason 
said. “We also have tables and chairs for 
outdoor dining at the trailer.”

Anyone with a short lunch hour can 
phone in a takeout order at the Spirit 
Lake location by calling 712-336-4161. 
Ordering online is also possible at the-
burgerco.com.

Burger & Co. in Spirit Lake is open 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sun-
day. The trailer location operates from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday through Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday.

With 16 years of  experience in the 
food service industry, the Batterns are 
well prepared for a busy summer wel-
coming all their hungry customers at the 
Arnolds Park location and year-round 
in Spirit Lake.

DINING GUIDE

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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GARDNER CABIN

712-337-3730                     .   
2023 IA-86, Milford 

www.treasurevillage.org Over 50 Seasons of Family Fun! 

Golf: 9 am - 8 pm  SAT - MON 

27 Holes 
 

$7.50 ages 4-12 & 65+ 
$8.50 ages 13+ 

 

Try our unique 
Mischief Spinners!  

Minni Golf  SAT, SUN. MON 
May 27 - 29 

Flea Market: 9 am - 5 pm 
Free Admission & 
Plenty of Parking!  

Antiques �� Metal Art 
Clothes �� Furniture 

15+ Home Businesses 
Metal Art �� Décor 

Food Trucks �� More! 
Something for 

Everyone! 

           ..  

Over 50 Seasons of Family Fun!

DICKINSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
NORTH OF HY-VEE IN SPIRIT LAKE

Grand Champion
ANTIQUE SHOW &

BLUE RIBBON FLEA MARKET
Memorial Day Weekend • May 27, 28 & 29

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday & Saturday
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sunday

Northern Iowa Die Casting
702 East Railroad St. |  Lake Park, IA 51347

FOR THE START OF SUMMER

7 1 2 - 8 3 2 - 3 6 6 17 1 2 - 8 3 2 - 3 6 6 1

FOOOORRRRR THE SSTTTTTAAAAARRRT OF SUMMER
Get Excited!

Organizers say efforts to protect the deteri-
orating Abbie Gardner Cabin in Arnolds Park 
during the winter months paid off.

A large temporary structure was put over 
the historic site's original pioneer cabin in 
early December at a cost of  approximately 
$10,000 to keep Mother Nature from chip-
ping away at the structure, which a number 
of  local nonprofits hope to repair and refur-
bish in the near future.

The Friends of  the Abbie Gardner Histor-
ic Site have been working with state officials 
for some time in an effort to preserve, restore 
and improve the Gardner property.

The Gardner Cabin was one of  several sites 
involved in what is now known as the Spirit 
Lake Massacre in 1857. The Sioux war chief  
Inkpaduta and his band gained infamy after 
simmering frontier tensions between settlers 
and natives boiled over following a number of  

disputes — including the botched trial of  a set-
tler who murdered several of  Inkpaduta's rela-
tives — and a particularly harsh winter in 1856.

A teenage Abbie Gardner was one of  four 
women taken captive by Inkpaduta's band dur-
ing the Lakes Area raids — and she would be 
one of  only two who survived to be ransomed 
months later. In 1885, Gardner published her 
account of  her captivity and the surrounding 
events. She used proceeds from the sale of  the 
book to buy a portion of  her father's original 
pioneer claim in 1891 and converted her for-
mer home into a museum. The site became one 
of  state's earliest tourist attractions and contin-
ues to draw visitors to northwest Iowa today.

But after more than 160 years, the cabin 
is overdue for some care. Though the state 
of  Iowa did some work in the mid-1970s to 
restore the cabin to its original single-story con-
figuration, the Friends of  the Abbie Gardner 
Historic Site said the cabin's wooden roof  and 
some of  the material between the wooden tim-
bers of  the walls are in need of  some work. 

John Franken, a board member of  the friends 
group, said he and others weren't sure the cab-
in's roof  would have survived another Iowa 
winter without the plastic canopy installed over 
it late last year. Organizers said the site was 
checked periodically throughout the winter, and 
the cabin seemed to be dry during each visit.

Angie Cook, director of  philanthropy for 
the Spirit of  Okoboji — a nonprofit which is 
coordinating with the friends group — said 
organizers hope to hire crews to repair the cab-
in as well as properly clean the site's towering 

granite monument and the stone cairn on the 
nearby Gardner family burial site.

The friends group is also exploring options 
for potentially constructing a new museum 
space near the wooden cabin. The current 
museum building, which displays a number 
of  items related Gardner and her cabin, is 
also getting on in years and is no longer ADA 
compliant. Organizers hope to create a more 
modern museum space with displays detail-
ing the local violence from the perspective of  
both the natives and settlers.

Seth Boyes
News Editor

Crews removed 
the largest cen-
tral sheet of a 
protective canopy 
placed over the 
Gardner Cabin in 
early December. 
Organizers with 
the Friends of the 
Abbie Gardner 
Historic Site wor-
ried cabin’s aging 
roof might not 
withstand anoth-
er Iowa winter 
while they make 
arrangements to 
repair and refur-
bish the origi-
nal pioneer struc-
ture. (File photo)
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CHAMBER RIBBON

1208 4TH AVE. SW.
SPENCER, IA

712-262-2455

912 LAKE ST.
SPIRIT LAKE, IA

712-336-2363

HOME OF... SHARPER PRICES 
GUARANTEED BEST VALUES

WWW.SHOPNIELSENS.COM

CLEARANCE

Although we proofread every ad, we aren’t responsible for typographical errors. Product il lustrations may not be exact color shown, may not be on hand.

Save $200

Serta Display 
Mattresses & 

motion frames
Serving NW Iowa since 1923

JOIN US FOR THE RIDE OF YOUR LIFE!

EARN $19.00 PER HOUR + BONUSES!
1ST SHIFT LONG-TERM OPPORTUNITY
$2,500 RETENTION BONUS
($500 PAID AFTER 90 DAYS, $1,000 PAID AFTER 6 MONTHS, 
$1,000 PAID AFTER 12 MONTHS)

$1,500 REFERRAL BONUS
($500 PAID AFTER 90 DAYS, $1,000 PAID AFTER 6 MONTHS)

CALL OR APPLY ONLINE:
331-808-2010 | WWW.INDIANMOTORCYCLEJOBS.COM

EOE | DRUG-FREE EMPLOYER

BOJI TOWING BOJI TOWING 

&  R E C O V E R Y

SPECIALIZING IN VEHICLE AND ATV 
WATER AND ICE EXTRACTIONS

UNDERWATER RECOVERY 
S P E C I A L I S T SHEAVY,  MEDIUM & LIGHT DUTY TOWING

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
RECOVERY •  UNLOCKS

JUMPSTARTS •  ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

712-332-1195712-332-1195

712-432-81407Lake Park, IA 

Services
• Full Service/Repair 

• Battery Inspect/Replace
• New Sales • Detailing

• Electronics Installation 
• Consignment 

• Winterization/Storage
• Live bait and tackle

L.W. VICK - VICK’S CORNER - 2048 Hwy. 9, Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
PH: 712-336-5602 E-MAIL: vicks@vickscorner.com 

WEBSITE: www.vickscorner.com | DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

At Vick’s Corner May 27, 28 & 29
Saturday, Sunday, Monday
8 AM to 6 PM or later

ANTIQUE SHOW & FLEA MARKETANTIQUE SHOW & FLEA MARKET
Dealers from several states.  

Concessions on Premise.
Jct. Hwys. 9 & 86, Spirit Lake - Our 158th Show!

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

M
embers of  the Iowa Great Lakes 
Area Chamber of  Commerce 
pulled into Red Brick Farms 
— along Highway 9 west of  
Spirit Lake — to recognize the 

business and cut a ceremonial ribbon. The 
10-acre property is available for vacation rent-
als as well as other events and boasts sever-
al buildings and numerous amenities. Own-
er John Eller said he had driven by the prop-
erty along Highway 9 many times in his life, 
but took little notice until he saw a for sale 
sign posted outside in 2020. 

“I cam in here and I just fell in love with 

this setting,” Eller said.
Eller said he bought the property that day, 

having no concrete plan for it at that point. 
Today, the said the rental property has bea-
coned people from 23 states and several coun-
tries to the Lakes Area. The property can com-
fortably sleep about 18 people in their own 
beds, according to Eller, and is pet-friendly. 
Sports equipment and other recreational items 
are also housed on the property for renters. 
Eller said he and his wife Teresa Wheeler hope 
to do further work on the property’s name-
sake brick barn and potentially have it open 
for use as early as next year. 
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Weekly Services
Saturday Evening - 6:00 PM 
Sunday Morning - 9:00 AM
Boat-In Service
Sunday Morning 7:30 AM

W. Okoboji Grove Rd and Hwy. 71 • 679 W. Okoboji Grove Rd.
712-332-2447 • calvarylovesall.com

Facebook Live church services
Search Calvary United Methodist Church 
on Facebook for more information!

Trimmers, Edgers,

& Chainsaws

Lawnmowers
Iowa’s

#1 Dealer for
Walker Mowers!

Green Mountain Wood

Pellet Grills

Mowers

YOUR STORE 
FOR ALL THINGS 

OUTDOOR!

2006 Okoboji Ave., Milford, IA • 712-338-2136 
cuttingedgesalesandservice.com

THE NAME ‘OKOBOJI’ CAME FROM THE DAKOTAH INDIAN ORIGIN,
OKOBOOZHY, IT MEANS “REEDS & RUSHES”

OKOBOJIREDBRICKFARM.COM

KEEP ING OKOBOJI  BLUE

TO ORDER  OKOBOOZHY.COM

TEXT OR CALL 
916.879.5936

A MUST HAVE 
COLLECTIBLE T-SHIRT

100% Cotton

10% OF PURCHASE PRICE GOES TO THE IOWA GREAT LAKES ASSOCIATION

OKOBOJ E

6

on

S “REED

R ICKFARM.C

J I BLU

ALL
36

J I BLU

LL 
6

Stop in All 
Summer Long for 
in-Store Specials!

Gas Pumps - Convenience Store - Boutique

712-338-23842098 Hwy 86 | NW of Milford |
BEER 

CAVE, SHOOTERS & MORE!

PROPANE 
REFILLS 

AVAILABLE

BEER • POP • SNACKS

GRAB N’ GO FOOD • ICE

Hours: Now open at 6am through Labor Day

STOCK UP 
DURING 
OUR BIG 
TACKLE 
SALE!
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