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2 & 3 BR HOMES FOR SALE

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, October 9 | 11 am. -1 p.m.
3211 W 3rd St | Spencer

Tour 10 homes in
Spencer’s newest
development!

/AN 712-584-BLDR (2537)

|GL Construction WWW- |IGLConstruction.com/Westfield
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Gutters need attention
ahead of weather change

Where Generations
of Beautiful Homes

Window Treatments ¢ Bedroom & Mattresses
Dining Room Furniture ¢ Living Room Groups ¢ Wide Variety of Flooring Options

Steffen

FURNITURE

Complementary Interior Design, Delivery and Installation
420 N. Grand Ave, Spencer * 712-262-5420
www.steffenfurniture.com
Mon.-Wed. 9am-5pm; Thurs. 9am-7pm;

Fri. 9am-5pm; Sat. 9am-4pm

BY RANDY CAUTHRON
NWIA Publishing

When it comes to fall
and winter home prepa-
rations, gutters lining the
rooftop may not be at the
top of the priority list, but
they should be. Lack of
attention could result in
non-functioning or dam-
aged gutters come next
spring.

“We're busy,” said Scott
Kramer, longtime owner
of Custom Cut Gutters,
before he sold the busi-
ness in 2019. “Fall is a very

busy time for us because
people are trying to wrap
things up before winter.”
Kramer recommended
checking gutters know al-
low time for any repairs
and replacement need-
ing to be done. He said
the business needs a little
lead time based on its cur-
rent schedule in order to
get work done before the
weather conditions change
making work difficult or
sometimes impossible.
“We try to stay a few
weeks out,” he said. “De-
pending on the size of the
job it could be done soon-

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

The team at Cus-

tom Cut Gutters en-
courages residents in
northwest lowa and
southwest Minnesota
to check their gutters
and clean them out
ahead of the coming
weather change.

er but we try to stay two or
three weeks out. ... We get
calls in the middle of win-
ter where people are hav-
ing problems with their
gutter and conditions don't
allow us to fix anything
because of all the snow
and ice.”

Custom Cut Gutters has
been providing the highest
quality gutter installation
and service to the region
since 1973. Locally owned,
it is the only seamless gut-
ter business serving north-
west Iowa for over 47 years

GUTTERS, Page 4
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GUTTERS

From Page 1A

under the same name.

The business started in
Spencer in 1973 before
moving to Fostoria five
years later. Todd and Cin-
dy Kramer purchased Cus-
tom Cut Gutters in 1998,
operating it successfully
for 21 years before sell-
ing it two years ago to Josh
Nelson.

With gutter contracts
completed for over 8,000
homes and buildings, the
staff are considered local
gutter experts as well as
a registered and insured
company, offering free es-
timates. The business usu-
ally maintains three full
time crews with the addi-
tion of summer help an-
nually.

Kramer continues serv-
ing the company, provid-

ing estimates, scheduling
and meeting customers.

“Obviously in fall you've
got all your debris coming
from trees,” Kramer said. If
you don't clean them in the
fall, they get full and then
you get the ice and they ex-
pand. Expanding gutters
can cause brackets to come
loose. If it starts raining in
the spring and you have
ice, you're gutters don't
work when you need them
the most.”

Serving southwest Min-
nesota as well, the Fos-
toria-based business fab-
ricates its gutters, using
only 0.032 aluminum and
the heaviest fasteners and
downspouts available. Ad-
ditionally the company of-
fers downspouts, gutter
covers and leaf protection.

Custom Cut Gutters of-
fers gutter fabrication, as-
sembly, finishing, cutting
and design as well as in-

stallation on homes, garag-
es, and commercial and
agriculture buildings. They
also offer maintenance
and repair.

Depending on how the
gutters were installed and
maintained, with proper
care they should have a
15- to 20-year life span
but Kramer admits he has
seen some much older
than that. Gutter should
not require a lot of time or
maintenance if properly
cleaned for leaves and oth-
er clogging materials.

“T usually say if you're
replacing your shingles
it's a good time to look
at your gutters,” Kramer
said. “Replacing your gut-
ters would take place after
shingles are installed.”

Custom Cut Gutters can
be reached at 712-262-1013
or by email at ccgutters@
customcutguttersfostoria.
com.
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ZERO TURN MOWER

GREG'S REPAIR

* Tune-up & Repair ¢ All Small Gasoline Engines
* lawn Mowers ¢ Chqmsows " Snowblowers oTillers

Greg Raper, Owner
712-262-4804 + 325 10th St.SW
3 blocks west of KFC

Spencer, |IA

time to call
the preoo.

101 E. 5" St.
Spencer

(712) 262-1514

Plumbing

Heating

¢ Air Conditioning
¢ Boilers

¢ In Floor Heat

* Residential ¢ Geg-Thermal

¢ Furnaces
Commercial

 Plumbi
New Construction or Existing umbing
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Coverage for anything you need:

Your home is where your heart is, and it's where you keep all of your most valuable
possessions. It also happens to be where your family lives, and they’re the most important
thing in your life. Keep everything in your home safe with our insurance plans.

Are you a renter? We also offer a variety of renters insurance plans for you to choose from
for your apartment or home rental.

Whether you’re afraid of fire, theft, or anything else, we can get you the coverage you need
to sleep soundly at night.

Condos e Fire e Homeowner’s e Renter’s e Umbrella Policies

Scott Lahr, Manager
Scott@MembersMutuallnsurance.com

Members Mutual S RUTl,
‘ Insurance Association é" =y
i
® www.membersmutualinsurance.com

1711 N. Lake Ave. « P.0. Box 862
Storm Lake, 1A 50588
712-732-6595 « 800-798-6803

DRYWALL « METAL FRAMING
FIREPROOFING « PLASTER
INSULATION « ACT = PAINTING
EIFS « DEMOLITION = STUCCO
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DRYWALL INC

MORE THAN JUST DRYWALL!

Spencer 712.262.3925 - Denison 712.263.3981
www.denisondrywall.com




ISU publishes trio of lawn health guides

BY SETH BOYES
NWIA Publishing

Iowans are becom-
ing more and more curi-
ous about warm-season
grasses for their yards,
and Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach
recently published several
free guides on caring for
both soil and grasses.

The three short guides,
entitled “Turfgrass Calen-
dar: Warm-Season Grass-
es for Lawns in Towa,’
“Turfgrass Biological Soil
Health” and “Natural (Or-
ganic) Fertilization of
Turf” are available as free,
downloadable PDFs on the
extension office’s website
— store.extension.iastate.
edu. The guides been avail-
able since July and outline

some basic pointers rang-
ing from when to perform
tasks like watering and
weed treatment to how to
promote healthy bacterial
balance in the soil.

“All three of these pub-
lications help answer
the sustainability ques-
tions that often get asked
about growing warm-sea-
son grasses,” said Adam
Thoms, one of the authors
of the guides, is an assis-
tant ISU professor in hor-
ticulture and extension
turfgrass specialist. “We
are seeing more interest in
warm-season grasses and
people want to know how
to best care for them.”

He said warm-season
grasses — such as bermu-
dagrass, zoysiagrass and
buffalograss — are becom-
ing more popular in Iowa,

partly because they are
more drought-tolerant.
The USDA designated eight
Iowa counties, including
Clay and Cherokee, as pri-
mary natural disaster ar-
eas in May due to drought
conditions during the
growing season — farmers
in contiguous counties like
Buena Vista and Dickinson
were also eligible for
emergency loans from the
USDA. However, while the
turfgrasses are more toler-
ant of dry conditions, in-
formation from ISU noted
bermudagrass often does
not withstand Iowa’s cold
winters and, in general,
the university said manag-
ing warm-season grasses
is different than handling
cool-season species.

In general, the university
said mowing of the grasses
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Sand & Gravel

WE DELIVER or LOAD YOU

DIRT - Fill & Black, GRAVEL - Pit Run & Screened
ROCK - 3/8”,1”,2”, Landscaping & Oversized
SAND - Fill & LIMESTONE

GRAIN TRUCKING

Have Gravel
Will Travel

7 Miles East Of Spencer, IA
Right on Highway 18, South side of road

OPEN: Monday-Friday 8-5

2935 Highway 18 Dickens, IA 51333

712-836-2345

can take place between
May and September, so
long as the grass is active-
ly growing, and watering
should be done as needed
between June and August.
Seeding and fertilizing can
take place within a similar
window. Weed control was
recommended at several
points in the season.

Information from the
university said healthy
soils help enhance and
maintain both water and
air quality in addition to
plant health. Thoms said
soil health is especially
important when lawns are
new, or when they are cre-
ated in a previously dis-
turbed environment such
as new construction or
renovation.

“After the soil is dis-
placed, we need to not

et T

only rebuild the fertility,
but also the biological ac-
tivity that is required for a
healthy turf,” Thoms said.
One of the free guides
noted bacteria’s most im-
portant role in lawn health
is to decompose residues
and release nutrients to
surrounding plant life. It
went on to say some sin-

PHOTO SUBMITTED

gle-celled organisms in
the soil can reduce dis-
eases which would feed on
the helpful bacteria. Ac-
cording to the guide, even
some larger creatures liv-
ing in lawns play an im-
portant role in promoting
healthy growth — spe-
cifically things like earth-
worms and arthropods.
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WINDOW & DOOR, LLC

Mastic
Vinyl

Showroom Location:
616 4th Avenue East, Spencer
112-262-8263 * 800-699-8263
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LP Smart
Board




PHOTO BY RANDY M. CAUTHRON
Greg Raper, owner
of Greg’s Repair in
Spencer for 47 years,
said snowblower
owners need to per-
form some basic
maintenance ahead
of the approaching
winter conditions.

READY. SET. B

BY RANDY CAUTHRON
NWIA Publishing

For 47 years, Greg’s Re-
pair has been helping area
residents tackle repair
needs for a wide variety
of home care items. From
his humble beginnings in
a little shack behind Dairy
Queen to his current store
location at 325 10th St. SW

in Spencer, Greg Raper’s
magic hands have allowed
homeowners to care for
their properties with work-
ing tools. Now, with the
change to fall and winter
on the horizon, it’s time to
get the cold weather tools
ready

“We ran out of room,”
Raper said of his original
location. “A year later we
built a new shop. Any-

thing that would come in
the door, whatever people
brought to me to get run-
ning for them, I would fix.
I wasn't doing any new
sales at that time. The first
year was about survival.”
Today he is flourishing
with a loaded show floor
in the shop. Now, in addi-
tion to repairs, he offers
lawn and garden products
sales and service and is a

dealer for Country Clipper
zero-turn mowers, Sim-
plicity, Snapper and Echo
products.

“The snowblowers got
busier as time went on,”
he said. “That’s where the
number game has evolved
with more snowblower
sales each year.”

Raper suggested some
basic maintenance will
help reduce the need for

- - --
—g

extensive annual work.
Among the key things to
do is keep the fuel fresh.
“Customers can't re-
member because it’s bur-
ied in the back of the ga-
rage, but try starting it a
couple of times during the
summer to keep gas run-
ning through carburetors
to keep it fresh,” he said.
“Seventy percent of my
snowblower work is car-
buretor repair. Stale gas
on cold day with a plugged
carburetor, that engine
won't ignite on the older
fuel. It will start in the
warm weather. Run it long

2021 FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT . 7

enough to get the old fuel
out and start with fresh
fuel in the winter.”

Raper also encourages to
closely monitor the condi-
tion of the machine’s un-
dercarriage, blades, shear
pins and skid plates. Addi-
tionally, he recommended,
once a season, changing
the oil.

“People will be ready to
go for the first snow,” Rap-
er said.

Should they need re-
pairs or maintenance as-
sistance, call 712-262-4804
or visit www.gregsrepair.
intuitwebsites.com.
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RENEWAL
RENOVATION

M Dutfields shore up 1907 landmark home in Storm Lake

BY MICK POLICH
NWIA Publishing

Renovation of a home
is never easy or cheap.
Homeowners need to con-
sider their budgets, avail-
ability of materials, an
ever-evolving timeline and
how much progress that
they are willing to stand,
to get a house in shape.
Sometimes, it’s concentrat-
ing on one thing in need of
overhaul, at the home.

For Lee Dutfield and his
wife, Sue, of Storm Lake,
that one thing was staring
at them right when they
walked up to their front
entrance.

“Our pillars to our porch
overhang were tilted and
rotting out. It was pret-
ty noticeable, and really
needed some attention,”
Dutfield said.

The Dutfields moved
from California to Storm
Lake a while back, and fell

rently head of Storm Lake
United, decided to wait it
out, hoping that the price
might drop, or they could
put in a reasonable offer,
on the Lake Avenue home.

“Tust to keep the vibes
going, we had a picture of
the house on our fridge,
back in Cali, just to make
sure we could keep the
positive thoughts going,”
he said with a chuckle.

When the time was right,
the two put an offer in that
was accepted, and the Dut-
fields got their house. Now,
the real challenge began of
trying to figure out how to
repair the front entrance.
When you enter the Dut-
fields’ home, there is a cer-
tain amount of cozy class
and modern elegance that
stylizes the room.

Built in 1907, it has been
kept up well internally,
throughout the years, as
Dutfield stressed the pair
didn't need to budget for
inside work to be done.

the work they decided on
was the choice to use com-
posite and non-wood mate-
rials for the rebuild.

“The pillars that we
found, through a lot of re-
search, were aluminum,
and we liked them for the
durability and wear fac-
tors,” Dutfield said.

Dutfield also asked Sand-
erson to keep the integrity
of the home, by trying to
rebuild things in a similar
look. For the front founda-
tion, he called Thrasher
Basement Systems to come
in, for an estimate.

“Thrasher said they
could do the work, but
there might be a possibil-
ity of running into issues
with what is supporting
the porch and foundation
since the structure was
built on big boulders,” Dut-
field said.

Dutfield pleaded with
the company, and asked
if there was anything that
they could do, maybe
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“The house has good
bones, so we concen-
trated out efforts on the
front part, outside,” Dut-

in the love with the city.
“Kim Kelly, who lives

down the street from us,

told us about Storm Lake,

think outside the box, to
solve the problem. Thrash-
er came up with 16- to
18-foot-long support posts,

PHOTOS BY MICK POLICH

Lee Dutfield discovered
his dream house came
with a few nightmares,
but with help from local
contractors, the front
facade is back in shape.

told us to come out to visit, field said. “We called Mike  that would go under the - V.):;:;:;:;:;:::::o.o.o. R
and we immediately fell in ~ Sanderson to come over cement portion, to jack up Rt IOOOBROND
love with the place,” Dut- and take a look.” and hold the foundation. - 200ODOBX

field said. Sanderson, who, along Problem solved. . : : ' 2t R

Their current house was
on the market at the time,
but wasn't selling due to
the amount of work that
was needed out front,
for the pillars, porch and
around the roof area, says
Dutfield. The Dutfields,
who have four boys be-
tween them, were looking
for their dream house, in
a nice small town, where
their kids could come back
and visit (all are grown,
and out of the house, with
son Cooper attending Iowa
State). But the house of
their dreams needed a lot
of outside work, on the
front, before it could be-
come their dream house.

Dutfield, who is cur-

with his family, recently
moved out west to take

a head contractor job,
agreed to come over to
give an estimate. The first
sign that things were go-
ing to get a bit compli-
cated with the renovation
work, was when Sanderson
stepped onto the deck, and
his leg went completely
through it.

“The wood was that rot-
ted,” Dutfield said shaking
his head in disbelief.

Dutfield was working
remotely for a California-
based insurance carrier at
the time, so he could work
out of the house while the
renovations were in prog-
ress. One major aspect of

Sanderson and company
kept working on the front,
using scaffolding to work
on the walk-outs on the at-
tic and second story lev-
els. The team also worked
at widening the front en-
tranceway, the pillar proj-
ects, and getting rid of the
rotted wood and rebuild-
ing. The result? A gorgeous
renovation that adds to the
class and beauty of the rest
of the house.

“We were budgeting for
a garage, but this project
took that financing. It was
worth it, because the front
of the house is now just as
beautiful as the rest of the
house,” Dutfield said with
a big smile.
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Demolition, Septic Systems, Basements,

Tiling, Concrete Removal, Rock Hauling.
OVER 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Land Improvement Contractors
of America

LICA

®

EINSOHN

digging & tilin Heinsohndigging@gmail.com

825 Highway 3, Storm Lake, IA 50588
Brian

712-299-3124 712-299-3124

Since 1970 —— @heinsohndigging




THE COLD WEATRER IS COMING

Now is the time to think about your
generator needs!!! Pixler Electric is
your local Kohler generator dealer.
We do it all from sales, to installation,
to service, and warranty. Stop in and
see us today!

No travel time or
mileage charged to our
Lakes area customers.

KOHLER

BIXEER
EFECYRTC

SPENCER, 1OWA

GENERATORS  712-262-1550
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CHECK OUT OUR HELOC

TUITION

Enjoy a revolving line of credit using the equity in your home as collateral. Get approved for a
specific amount of credit and advance as needed for major expenses that may arise.

Alta « 712-200-1234 @BI

Storm Lake - 712-732-1620
unitedbk.bank @ -
United Bank of lowa

Member FDIC @

!

R 1T

CONSTRUCTION .uc

Specializing in Energy Efficient Homes
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

1507 E 4th St., Storm Lake, IA 50588
712-213-4827

@Wic
Buildings

Pete Bodholdt General Contractor

Authorized Wick Builder
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lowa DNR highlights

sustainable options from

Habitat for Humanity

BY SETH BOYES
NWIA Publishing

Hobbyists and carpen-
ters in the region might
have to drive a ways to get
it, but the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
said a branch of Habitat
for Humanity is offering
lumber which once had lit-
eral roots in urban life.

“Urban lumber is wood
cut out of trees that were
grown within city limits
for their beauty, shade
and to block the wind on
a blustery winter day,”
the DNR said in a state-
ment. “But when these

trees eventually have to be
removed, there is a grow-
ing trend to mill this wood
into lumber rather than
chipping it into mulch or
chopping for use as fire-
wood.”

The DNR said urban
lumber is a way for home-
owners and do-it-yourself-
ers to support sustainable
products. It said the use
of such trees can enhance
homes or be incorpo-
rated into furniture mak-
ing, flooring, trim work or
other carpentry projects
— but it’s not to be used as
dimensional lumber for
structural needs. The trees
are processed by sawmills

near their respective loca-
tions and available to the
general public through
Habitat for Humanity’s Re-
store locations, according
to the DNR.

“Using these urban trees
for lumber is a way of
making the most out of
them and is a step toward
becoming more respon-
sible stewards of the wood
these trees have been
making, sometimes for
more than a century,” the
DNR said.

Information from Habi-
tat for Humanity showed
the nonprofit has Restore
locations in Sioux City, Ma-
son City and Fort Dodge as
well as Mankato, Minneso-
ta, and Sioux Falls, South
Dakota.

“The items they sell are
available to the public and
similar to what you may
see in other home good
stores, such as a brand

new box of tile you've
been needing for your
bathroom project or a vin-
tage treasure you won't
find anywhere else,” Habi-
tat for Humanity said on
its webpage.

Most Restore locations
carry new and gently used
building materials, appli-
ances and furniture, but
stock varies depending on
the donations each loca-
tion receives. The Iowa

DNR highlighted Restore
locations in both Des
Moines and Iowa City as
stocking urban lumber,
and the Sioux Falls Restore
listed anything from ceil-
ing fans to plumbing fix-
tures and roofing materi-
als in its inventory.

The donated materials
may be sold at a discount
to community members
in need — which the non-
profit also noted keeps

PHOTOS BY SETH BOYES
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unused or unneeded
items out of the landfill.
The profits from the vari-
ous Restores are put to-
ward both local and global
causes, according to Habi-
tat for Humanity.

In addition, a number
of Restore locations offer
workshops for DIY enthu-
siasts, teaching attendees
how to upgrade, restore or
up-cycle items they may
find in their local Restore.

YOUR STORE
FOR ALLTHINGS
OUTDOOR!

Pellet Grills

Green Mountain Wood

ttJHusqvarna Snowblowers

& Cab

@ waLker |

Snowblower

2006 Okoboji Ave., Milford, IA * 712-338-2136
cuttingedgesalesandservice.com

**
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Tom Witt Contractor, Inc.

Tom: 712-299-4678 » Deb: 712- 29%;157/6 /
/ \\

Give us a call or go nlin
www.tomwmmﬂbntra\!

Suburban . Ag Utility - Shops - Offices - Commercial
Churches « Livestock - Equestrian

perience!
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Garbage (Trash), Construction Debris,
Toys, Styrofoam, Furniture, Etc.
Transfer Station @ BV Recycle Center

Recyclables — Accepted Free - Clean and Sorted
BV Recycle Center

Clean Shingles — Asphalt (Recyclable) —
Clean Shingles are Recyclable
BV Transfer Station @ Recycle Center

Electronics — TV's, Computers,
Cell Phones, Printers, Copiers —
w.. BV Recycle Center-Fees Apply

_Appliances - Refrigerators, AC Units, Freezer,
Washer, Dryer, Stove, Dishwasher,
Water Heater, Dehumidifier, Etc. —
BV Recycle Center—Fees Apply

Clothing — Donate to Resale Shop or
If Not Useable Place in Your Garbage

2021 FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT - 1

Tires — All Sizes and Types —
BV Recycle Center

Medical Waste/Sharps —
Fee for Sharp Container
BV County Public Health Dept.

Paint/Chemicals —
Hazardous Waste Facility-Call For Information

Florescent Bulbs & Batteries —
BV Recycle Center

| I
Plastic Bags & Packaging —
Local Grocery Stores for Recycling Do Not Put in Your
Curbside Recycling

Motor QOil/Filters —
Do not place in your recycling or garbage but bring to the
BV Recycle Center

Yard Waste — Leaves, Grass, Sticks &
Twigs, Tree Trimmings —
BV Recycle Center Compost Pad

3

Call 712-732-7171 for more information on waste disposal or recycling

Buena Vista County

" RECYCLE CENTER




~ ENJOY
~ | QUIETER OPERATION

and save space indoors
with an outdoor Ruud
HVAC package unit.

RRRHE" N el
RUUDIHEATINGIANDICOOLING SRS
~ RELIABLE HEATING AND COOLING

 EXPERT INSTALLATION
" QUALITY-BUILT PRODUCTS

(1) A T

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

In Spirit Lake Call

Comfortec
712-336-5431

_—

In Spencer Call
Christians Sheet Metal
712-262-4240

Distributed by:

Plumb LZupply

COMPANY—m——e

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS
PLUMBING-HEATING-AIR CONDITIONING

In keeping with its policy of continuous progress and product improvement, Ruud reserves the right to make changes without nofice.

Fall kitchen and bathroom
trends: Streamlined, colorful

BY MICK POLICH
NWIA Publishing

Arguably, the two most
important areas of a home
are the kitchen and the
bathroom. Thus, when it
comes time for updating,
those particular areas get
the spotlight put on them
for modernizing. The fu-
ture for updating kitchens
and bathrooms looks to
streamlining, taking away
the clutter and implement-
ing smart technology.
What's gone, or out of date,
for these areas? Holly-
wood-style bathroom light-
ing, which are big bulbs
around the perimeter of a
mirror. Farmhouse sinks
and hanging pot racks,

which add to clutter and
have a tendency to distract.
Chandeliers, distress cabi-
nets and open bathroom
shelves with towels or bath
products on display are out
too. The trends look to go
less bulky in bath/kitchen
concepts, with smaller,
thinner fixtures and light-
ing that doesn't attract at-
tention to itself.

Color blocking, by defi-
nition, is the use of strong
blocks of contrasting col-
ors, typically bright, to cre-
ate accents in rooms. This
type of design takes oppo-
sites on the color wheel,
and forces them together
for a bold statement. Color
blocking in kitchens could
be having cabinet fronts
of red, white, yellow and

PHOTOS BY MICK POLICH
Kevin Raasch,
sales manager at
Marcus Lumber
in Storm Lake.

violet mixed together, as
well as having chairs with
backs of different colors.
It’s a risky experiment that
can reap big rewards for
homeowners that want to
make a definite statement.
As far as trending colors,
grays and sharp blues look
towards kitchen color re-
vamps. Integrated devices,
such as microwaves in is-
lands, and concealing the
bulkiness of refrigerators
with cabinet panels, looks
to streamline kitchen ar-
eas even more. As kitchen
sink designs change, the
use of quartz for counter
tops has found favor in
many remodeling projects.
Kevin Raasch, sales
manager at Marcus Lum-
ber in Storm Lake, agrees



that quartz has been the
recent go-to for counter
top use by people looking
to renovate.

“Quartz is durable — you
can cut on it, if needed,
and it holds up to wear and
pressure,” he said. “Quartz
continues to be a popular
sales item, and goes with a
lot of design plans.

He also cites that people
are looking at streamline
kitchen designs, for ease
of movement, clean up
and function.

“We are seeing a lot of
folks looking to clean up
their kitchen designs, not
just for looks, for being
functional,” Raasch said.

Some kitchen designs
might not include an is-
land, or a large space for
dining, just to keep within
the vision of having a good
flow to work with.

Raasch also cites that
wood is making a strong
comeback, but in a differ-
ent manner.

“Rather than the tradi-
tional looks of the past,
more dynamic wood
grains and textural surfac-
es are now popular,” Raas-
ch said. “Painted finishes
are often paired are often
paired, with show-stop-
ping colors, and finishes
that can look astonishing.”

Raasch also backs up
the statement that strong
colors, such as blues,
greens and blacks, are of-

fering am alternative to
the recent domination of
gray hues.

Sales of eco-friendly
and sustainable options,
in bathroom remodeling,
have been up.

“Consumers want a spa-
like environment for their
baths, utilizing such fea-
tures as music and the flex-
ibility of fixtures, which
can allow all family mem-
bers to create their own ex-
perience, to relax and reju-

venate,” Raasch said.

All in all, as we move
toward 2022, consumers
looking to renovate their
living spaces are moving
toward streamlined looks,
but are set to be consci-
entious of what materials
that they used, and how
they use them, in regards
to not just their family’s
future, but the future of
how we produce and man-
ufacture said materials,
from the earth.

Examples of popu-
lar bathroom and
kitchen designs in
the showroom.
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General Excavating,

=————— Site Prep,
— Underground Utilities,

Custom Crushing,
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1420 E. RICHLAND ST. « STORM LAKE, IA 50588 « (712) 732-4059

www.rgealgona.com

You've got a
lot going on.
So, we make
sure you
F| never have to
worry about

your natural
gas service.

Find out more at

www.blackhillsenergy.com.
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